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November 2018 Administrator report 
From: Linda Loomis, Administrator 
To: LMRWD Board of Managers 

In addition to items on the meeting agenda, work continues on the following District projects and issues: 

Heron Lake Letter to MAWD Board 
MAWD has shared the letter from the Heron Lake Watershed District with speakers from the LMRWD 
MN River boat tour.  I have spoken with Mary Texar, a MAWD Board member.  She would like to come 
to a future meeting of the LMRWD Board, with Emily Javens, MAWD's Executive Director. 

The email from Emily Javens to the speakers was forwarded to the Board. 

Minnesota River Greenway Cedar Nicols Trailhead Project 
The Minnesota River Greenway Master Plan (MnRGW) identifies the trailhead at the Cedar Avenue 
Bridge as a priority improvement project. Recently Dakota County opened the four-mile MnRGW – Black 
Dog Trail between I-35W and Trunk Highway 77 (Cedar Ave Bridge) along the Minnesota River. The 
completion of the trail has increased demand for parking and trail support facilities along the Minnesota 
River Greenway. 

The trailhead location is adjacent to the existing Minnesota Department of Natural Resources boat 
launch facility between Fort Snelling State Park and the Minnesota River National Wildlife Refuge on 
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) property.  

The trailhead will provide access for regional greenway users connecting south along the river and west 
across the river to the recently restored Old Cedar Avenue Bridge – Long Meadow Lake pedestrian 
crossing. 

The project will be developed in partnership with the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, Fort 
Snelling State Park, MnDOT, and the Cities of Burnsville and Eagan. Elements of the trailhead will include 
parking, restroom facilities, picnic area, natural area restoration, and water quality enhancements 
(Attachment). In addition, the project will incorporate interpretive elements as envisioned by the 
recently adopted Minnesota River Greenway Cultural Resources Interpretative Plan. 

The project is anticipated to be completed between August 15, 2019 and November 30, 2020. 

As part of the project kick-off and advancement, information meetings are being held.  At the meetings 
we will give a brief overview of the project, provide opportunities for input, listen to your ideas and 
concerns, and update you on progress to date with regard to the project design.  We welcome your 
input at the December 6 open house. 

Minnesota River Greenway 
Cedar Nicols Trailhead Project 
Community Open House 
Project Information Meeting 

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/parks/Planning/Greenways/Documents/Minne
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/parks/Documents/MinnesotaRiverGreenwayMap.pdf
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/parks/Documents/MinnesotaRiverGreenwayMap.pdf
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/parks/Planning/Greenways/Documents/Minne
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December 6th  
5-7 PM 
Dakota County 
Western Service Center - Atrium 
14955 Galaxie Ave, Apple Valley, MN 55124 

2018 Metro Children's Water Festival 
The final report for the 2018 Metro Children's Water Festival is attached. 

Minnesota River Congress #11 
On Thursday, November 8, 2018, the 11th MN River Congress was held in New Ulm.  Attendance seems 
to be dwindling, but I am not sure the reason - because the meeting was in New Ulm, or because the 
weather kept people away (snow was predicted and it snowed more in southwestern MN than in the 
Metro area that evening) 

The Congress is focusing its efforts on identifying activities/projects that would improve the river and 
helping agencies in attendance implement those activities/projects.  The Congress broke out into small 
groups to discuss projects participants thought would be beneficial to the river and impediments facing 
implementation of those projects.  Each group was facilitated by an SWCD staff person or Supervisor. 

Attendance ranged from individual people who want to make a difference to Soil & Water Conservation 
District Supervisors and staff, State Agencies,  Non-governmental Organizations like Coalition for a Clean 
MN River to water management organizations like GBERBA (Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance) and 
the LeSueur River Watershed Alliance. 

Scott County 2019 Conservation Practice Financial Assistance Policy Manual 
On Thursday, November 8th, the Scott County held a meeting to discuss its 2019 Financial Assistance 
Program.  This program in the Cost Share Program for Scott County. 

Dakota County Landscaping for Clean Water 
On Tuesday, November 13th, I attended a meeting at the Dakota SWCD to evaluate the 2018 LCW 
program and plan for 2019.  The final report for Dakota County's program is attached.  The LMRWD is 
planning to participate in this program in 2019, as the SWCD will provide technical assistance to Dakota 
County residents that live in the LMRWD.  This service will be included in the agreement the LMRWD has 
with Dakota SWCD to monitor fens. 

LMRWD Data Management 
On Thursday, November 15th, staff met to discuss options for data storage for the LRMWD.  Currently, 
old files are stored in hard copy at the LMRWD office Chaska.  This limits the accessibility of the data by 
staff.  New documents are stored electronically on computers, basically a laptop owned by the District 
that is backed-up onto a portable drive and does not readily allow sharing. 

Staff is researching options so that all LMRWD documents will be stored in one location that can be 
accessed and shared with staff.  The providers staff met with use a system called SharePoint, that is 
being used by MInneapolis Park Board and Hennepin County.  It is Microsoft based and will interface 
with MS products like Word and Xcel. 

Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) 
Staff met with MCES to discuss ways that we can partner to address water issues.  We discussed MCES 
challenges and ways that we can work together to meet those challenges.  Some of the topics discussed 
were re-using waste water from Seneca and Blue Lake Waste Water Treatment Plants.  Conserving 
groundwater, especially in areas that have impacts to fens, cooperative monitoring, Chloride in waste 
water and MCES participation with LMRWD in Dakota County Fen Study. 
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Upcoming meetings/events 

o MAWD 2018 Annual Conference - November 29 to December 1, 2018; Arrowwood Resort 
and Conference Center, Alexandria, MN 

o USACE River Resource Forum - December 4, 2018 10:00am - 4:00pm & December 5, 2018, 

9:00am-12:00pm, US Fish & Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center, 3815 American Boulevard East, 

Bloomington, MN (agenda is attached to Administrators report).  No registration is required 

for this meeting. 

o Upper Mississippi River Waterway Association - Thursday, December 20, 2018, 11:30am 

Lilydale Pool & Yacht Club 

https://shop.mnwatershed.org/main.sc
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2018 Landscaping for Clean 2018 Landscaping for Clean   
Water Program SummaryWater Program Summary  

 

2018 FINANCIAL          
CONTRIBUTORS  

 68 Projects Installed 

2018 BY THE NUMBERS  

302 Individuals Participated in Introductory Workshops 

172 Dakota County Residents Participated in Design Courses 

68 Raingardens & Native Gardens Installed 

73% Thought the Design Courses were excellent 

81% Interested in putting in another project 

 

Engaging Landowners to Provide them the Skill and Resources 

Needed to Improve Water Quality in Their Communities by:  

 10 Introductory Workshops  10 Design Courses 

 82 Project Layouts 

I loved the attention to 

detail, the excitement 

from the experts, and 

the confidence they 

gave me to help me 

create a beautiful 

garden!  

-2018 Participant 
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Dakota CountyDakota County  

2014 Blue Thumb Initiative2014 Blue Thumb Initiative  

PROJECT FACTSHEET         

2014 Financial       

Contributors:  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Completed: 

July—November  

 

2014 

The Blue Thumb Program engages and  

teaches residential landowners how they  

can improve water quality in their  

communities by “planting for clean water.” 

2014 Program Summary: 

XXX Dakota County residents participated in the Blue Thumb Planting for Clean   

Water Introductory Workshops. 

Xxx people designed xxx projects during the Design Courses. 

Xxx grand applications were received and xxx were approved. 

Xxx raingarden, shoreline, and native garden projects were installed. 

 

XX Projects Installed 

XX Design Courses XX Introductory Workshops 

XX Projects Layouts 
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PROGRAM SUMMARY BY CITY  

The Landscaping for Clean Water program includes educational workshops, design 
courses where residents plan their project, and grants that include both cost-share 
incentives and on-site technical assistance. This process makes it possible for par-

ticipants to design and install native gardens, raingardens, or shoreline restora-
tions that make an impact on local water quality and provide pollinator habitat! 

Below is a summary of the 2018 participants by City.  

2018 PARTNERS  

    Cities 
 Apple Valley 
 Burnsville 
 Eagan 
 Farmington 
 Hastings 
 Inver Grove Heights 
 Lakeville 
 Mendota Heights 
 Rosemount 
 South St. Paul 
 West St. Paul 
 

    Dakota County 
 Dakota County 
 Farmington Library 
 Dakota County Parks           

Department 
 Robert Trail Library  
 

    Special Thank You 
 Master Gardeners of           

Dakota County 

TWELVE YEARS OF  
CLEAN WATER 

 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
 

Workshop Participants         
2007-2018          4194       

 
Projects Completed                 

2007-2018           498 

2018 Landscaping for Clean 2018 Landscaping for Clean   
Water Program SummaryWater Program Summary  

Apple Valley 
Intro workshop participants 37 
Projects designed in class 22 
Installed raingardens  2 
Installed native gardens  3 
 

Burnsville 
Intro workshop participants 68 
Projects designed in class 36 
Installed raingardens  10 
Installed native gardens  10 
 

Eagan 
Intro workshop participants 48 
Projects designed in class 27 
Installed raingardens  9 
Installed native gardens  2 
 

Farmington 
Intro workshop participants 16 
Projects designed in class 7 
Installed raingardens  2 
 

Hastings 
Projects designed in class 1 
 

Inver Grove Heights 
Intro workshop participants 30 
Projects designed in class 22 
Installed raingardens  1 
Installed native gardens  6 
 

Lakeville 
Intro workshop participants 42 
Projects designed in class 29 
Installed raingardens  5 
Installed native gardens  2 
 

Mendota Heights 
Intro workshop participants 4 
Projects designed in class 3 
Installed raingardens  2 
Installed native gardens  1 
 

Rosemount 
Intro workshop participants 12 
Projects designed in class 10 
Installed raingardens  3 
Installed native gardens  2 
 

South Saint Paul 
Intro workshop participants 11 
Projects designed in class 12 
Installed raingardens  5 
Installed native gardens  2 
 

West Saint Paul 
Intro workshop participants 2 
Projects designed in class 1 
Installed raingardens  1 

 
 
 

Check out our new video at : 

Dakotaswcd.org/raingardens.html 


