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Agenda Item 
Item 5. E. – Authorize partial payment for Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature Cost Share Project 

Prepared By 
Linda Loomis, Administrator 

Summary 
In June 2023, the Lower Minnesota River Board of Managers approved a Cost Share application for Bloomington Neighbors 

Nurturing Nature (BNNN) to restore a wetland at Olson Middle School.  BNNN is requesting partial reimbursement for 

expenses incurred by the project so far. 

The Applicant requested $7,444 at the time of the grant application.  BNNN is now requesting reimbursement of $3,137.97, 

which is the total spent on plant materials so far.  BNN has submitted pictures of the project, so manager can judge the 

amount of work contributed by volunteers clearing invasives, preparing the area and planting. 

Attachments 
Cost Share Application from Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature 
Excerpts from April 2024 and June 2024 LMRWD meeting minutes approving the Cost Share Application 
Cost Share Agreement between BNNN and the LMRWD  
Email from BNNN requesting reimbursement and receipts  
Photos 

Recommended Action 

Motion to authorize partial reimbursement for the grant for Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature 

 

Executive Summary for Action 
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Board of Managers Meeting 

Wednesday, July 17, 2024 



 

 

A. Bloomington Neighbors 
Nurturing Nature 2023 Cost 
Share Application 
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B. Excerpts from April 2024 
and June 2024 LMRWD 
meeting minutes approving 
Cost Share Application from 
Bloomington Neighbors 
Nurturing Nature 



LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT 
BOARD OF MANAGERS 
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want to be more proactive with this and request the data more frequently and work with the 

DNR to see if they have mitigation measures in place to address the appropriation. 

Lindsey Albright, Dakota Soil and Water, asked if there was a way that the district could get 

added to the DNR’s database so that they can view the data. Ms. Young stated that this 

information is being monitored but the DNR is not as proactive monitoring this data as the 

LMRWD would like. 

Manager Salvato asked about the additional costs. Mr. Kuphal explained that they kept the 

budget the same this year and may have more expenses. He stated that next year there will be 

an increase. Administrator Loomis added that there is a maximum, not to exceed number, which 

is rarely reached. 

Administrator Loomis stated that there has been a lot of requests for increase of appropriations 

that need to be discussed with the DNR. 

Manager Amundson asked about the high chloride levels in August and if that was the result of 

low water levels. Ms. Roberts stated that was likely the cause but stated that there is not much 

of a concern for chloride in Eagle Creek. Mr. Kuphal added that it is not unlikely to see this 

increase due to concentration. 

Mr. Kuphal explained that in the agreement there is not a line item under Deans Lake for 

equipment. He stated that there was some vandalism on the ultrasonic sonar that reads the 

water levels and shared concern that the device was damaged and may cost $300 to repair or 

replace this. He asked if part of the budget could be used for equipment replacement. The 

Board said yes. 

Manager Salvato made a motion to approve Agreement between the Lower Minnesota River 

Watershed District and the Scott Soil and Water Conservation District for Monitoring, 

Technical, Education and other Conservation Services and 2023 Statement of Work and 

authorize execution. President Hartmann seconded the motion.  Upon a vote being taken 

motion carried unanimously. 

B. Appletree Condominium 2023 Cost Share Project 

Administrator Loomis introduced and provided background on this item. She stated that there is 

a greater number of people interested in this cost share program than previous years. She 

shared concerns with potentially exceeding the budgeted amount. She stated that if this project 

and the Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature project is approved that they may not 

approve them at the full amount. 

Manager Salvato recommended making more stringent criteria for projects under this program. 

Ms. Young recommended holding the applications from consideration at this meeting and 

consider all applications after the May 15 deadline and also checking in with the applicants if 

they would still have a viable project if they received less than their requested amount. 

Administrator Loomis agreed with this suggestion. She stated that they are more conservative 

with their cost share program than other watershed districts. She suggested having different 
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categories for these cost share projects. She recommended that applicants apply this year for 

projects that will be done next year. 

Manager Amundson made a motion to table the Appletree Condominium cost share 

application and the Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature cost share application until all 

after the May 15 deadline to consider all application received at the June Board Meeting. 

Manager Salvato seconded this motion. Upon a vote being taken motion carried unanimously. 

C. Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature Cost Share Application 

This item was discussed and voted on in conjunction with item B. 

D. 2022 Dakota County Monitoring Report 

Administrator Loomis introduced Lindsey Albright, Water Resource Specialist for the Dakota 

County Soil and Water Conservation District.  Ms. Albright presented a report on the results of 

2022 monitoring in Dakota County. 

Ms. Albright reviewed the results of the fen well monitoring in Quarry Island, Fort Snelling, and 

Nichols Fens. She discussed the devices used for monitoring. She reviewed the trends at each 

site. She recommended continuing data sharing and looking at the viability of continuing to 

monitor all the wells. 

Ms. Young shared the importance of Ms. Albright’s monitoring. She stated that the LMRWD 

recently spoke with the DNR and since the MET Council is doing monitoring that the district 

should look at stopping monitoring. She said that they are not in agreement with this as the data 

that the LMRWD is looking at is different than what the MET Council is looking at. 

Manager Salvato asked if the fen stewardship does any vegetation sampling and how often this 

is being done. Ms. Young stated that this has happened at Nichols and other locations are being 

looked at now. She stated that the DNR did not have the capacity to sample vegetation, so the 

LMRWD has taken it on. 

Manager Amundson asked why the water levels fluctuate so much. Ms. Young explained that 

with Nichols there is some sensitivity with the pumping that is happening through the MET 

Council. She stated that at some of the other fens they are looking at this with the DNR to 

determine what might be causing these trends. 

6. OLD BUSINESS  

A. 2021 Financial Audit 
Administrator Loomis introduced and provided an update on the status of the audit. She stated 
that they have not yet received the audit, but the auditor said that he would have the report to 
them by April 15th. She noted that it was not received by that date and has not gotten a 
response back from the auditor. She added that the accountant has spoken to another 
accounting firm about taking over the 2021 audit to get this done. 

Manager Salvato asked how much money has been spent on the audit. Administrator Loomis 
stated that Global Portfolio Consulting has been paid $12,000-$13,000 to get started on the 
audit. 

Attorney Kolb mentioned that he can help come up with a plan of how to handle this. 
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Attorney Kolb reviewed his presentation on the One Watershed One Plan operational 
arrangements. He discussed joint power entities, determining an appropriate structure, and the 
decisions that need to be made prior to entering one of these agreements. He also discussed the 
key elements of implementation for a One Watershed One Plan. He stated that they do not have 
to decide tonight on whether or not they participate in this, but they will need to make the 
decision soon. 

Administrator Loomis discussed that part of this has to do with the amount of sediment and 
nutrients that are coming from upstream, in areas that are outside of a certain district. She gave 
the example of Scott County and how the upper part of Sand Creek is outside of their county, 
and they are not able to do projects in that area. She added that it is possible that this plan may 
impact the LMRWD’s ability to get watershed-based implementation funding as funding may be 
split. 

The Board discussed the values and the drawbacks of this plan. 

Attorney Kolb reviewed the difference between a joint powers collaboration or a joint powers 
entity. 

Administrator Loomis shared that the LMRWD has given funding to projects that were outside of 
the district and stated that there is nothing prohibiting them from giving these funds as long as 
they see it as beneficial to the district. 

The Board gave feedback on the information that was presented at this meeting. No action 
required. 

6. OLD BUSINESS  

A. 2021 Financial Audit 
Administrator Loomis introduced this item and shared that Redpath and Company has agreed to 
doing a two year audit which will cost $25,000 per year. She shared the recommendation from 
legal counsel to get the legislature to give resources to the Office of the State Auditor so that 
they can provide audit services to some of the smaller, local governmental units, such as 
watershed districts. Legal counsel noted that the LMRWD is not alone in its difficulty finding 
auditors and getting audits prepared.  She stated that they will be sending a letter to the former 
audit firm. Attorney Kolb stated that this letter should go out within the next week. 

President Hartmann made a motion to authorize a request for proposals to provide audit 
services for FY 2023.  Manager Amundson seconded the motion.  Upon a vote being taken, the 
motion carried unanimously. 

B. 2027 World EXPO – “Healthy People, Healthy Planet – Wellness and Well Being for All” 
Administrator Loomis introduced and provided background on this item.  Bloomington was not 
chosen as the site of the 2027 World Expo. 

C. 2023 Cost Share Applications 
Administrator Loomis reviewed the five applications for cost share projects. She stated that the 

total of all five projects would come to over $21,000 and funding could come from the Water 

Resource Restoration fund. 

The Board asked if they would not accept any other applications for the rest of the year. 

Administrator Loomis explained that decision is up to the Board.  She noted that there is an 

applicant that is interested in submitting an application, but that is for a project for 2024. 
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The Board discussed potentially limiting funding to the same groups to every other year and not 

back to back years. 

Administrator Loomis shared that she has looked into cost share programs for other watershed 

districts and stated that the LMRWD is the most conservative. She added that there will be a 

draft budget at the July meeting. 

The Board discussed the May deadline being a little late in the year for these applications to be 

submitted. 

Manager Amundson made a motion to approve all cost share applications as presented and 

the amounts requested.  Manager Kuplic seconded the motion.  Manager Salvato offered a 

friendly amendment to the motion, asking that LMRWD staff evaluate cost share programs 

offered by other watershed districts and recommend changes to the LMRWD.  Managers 

Amundson and Kuplic accepted Manager Salvato’s amendment.  Upon a vote being taken, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

D. City of Carver Levee 
No new information to report since the last update. 

E. Dredge Management 
i. Vernon Avenue Dredge Material Management site 

Administrator Loomis introduced this item and provided an update on the project to improve 
Vernon Avenue. 

ii. Private Dredge Material Placement 
No new information to report since last update. 

F. Watershed Management Plan 

No new information to report since the last update. 

G. 2023 Legislative Action 
Administrator Loomis introduced and provided background on this item. She discussed the 
projects that received funding. 

The Board asked about the funding provided for water storage. Administrator Loomis explained 
that BWSR is going to try to identify larger projects and how they can make more of a difference 
with water storage. 

H. Education and Outreach Plan 
No new information to report since the last update. 

I. LMRWD Projects 
(Only projects that require Board action will appear on the agenda. Informational updates will 

appear on the Administrator Report) 

i. Area #3 
Administrator Loomis introduced and provided background on this item. She shared that she 
met with the property owners on site at the propety and she asked them to consider selling 
the portion of their property or allowing an easement for the property in the City’s right-of-
way for Riverview Road and the river. She noted that State funds can be used for this 
purchase. She stated that they will need to determine how they can raise their match from 
the State. She added that she contacted a consulting firm who may be able to assist and 
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C. Cost Share Agreement 
between Bloomington 
Neighbors Nurturing Nature 
and LMRWD 



LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT 

2023 COST SHARE INCENTIVE AND WATER QUALITY RESTORATION PROGRAM 

Cost Share Grant Agreement  

The parties to this Agreement, made this 21st day of June 2023, are the Lower Minnesota River Watershed 

District, a Minnesota Watershed District ("LMRWD") a public body with purposes and powers set forth in 

Minnesota Statutes Chapters 103B and 103D and Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature ("APPLICANT"). The 

purpose of this Agreement is to provide for the installation and maintenance of a project designed to protect 

and improve natural resources within the District, by managing storm water and said project to be located at: 

Olson Middle School, 4501 West 102nd Street, Bloomington, MN 55437. 

1. Scope of Work.  APPLICANT will install the Project in accordance with the Application submitted to the 

LMRWD, attached as Exhibit A. A final report must be presented to the LMRWD upon completion of the 

project. An initial reimbursement will be made upon meeting certain milestones as specified in as specified 

in Section 2 of this Agreement. 

2. Reimbursement.  The LMRWD, upon receipt of adequate documentation, will reimburse the Applicant as 

follows: 

1st reimbursement: The Applicant may request reimbursement after completion of the following items: 

installation of erosion and occultation materials, winter seeding, and spring plantings.  

2nd reimbursement: The Applicant may request a second and final reimbursement After completion of the 

following items: winter seeding and final spring planting.  The second reimbursement assumes the 

installation of the project is complete in accordance with Exhibit A. 

The LMRWD, on receipt of adequate documentation, will reimburse the APPLICANT up to 50% of the 

APPLICANT's cost to install the Project, including materials, equipment rental, delivery of materials and 

labor, in an amount not to exceed $7,444. APPLICANT will document with receipts all direct expenditures. At 

the time reimbursement is requested, APPLICANT will provide the LMRWD with copies of all documents 

concerning the work.  Volunteer time and labor will be considered an in-kind contribution and may be used 

as a match, but APPLICANT will not receive reimbursement for in-kind contributions. Labor may be credited 

at $20.00 per hour. 

3. Public Access.  LMRWD may enter APPLICANT's property at reasonable times to inspect the work to ensure 

compliance with this Agreement and monitor or take samples for the purpose of assessing the performance 

of the Project. APPLICANT will permit the LMRWD, at its cost and discretion, to place reasonable signage on 

APPLICANTs property informing the general public about the Project and the LMRWD's Cost Share Incentive 

and Water Quality Restoration Program. The LMRWD may request APPLICANT’s permission to allow 

members of the public periodically to enter APPLICANT's property to view the Project in the company of a 

LMRWD representative. This paragraph does not create any right of public entry onto APPLICANT's property 

except as coordinated with APPLICANT and accompanied by a LMRWD representative. 



• 

• 

• 

4. Maintenance. APPLICANT will maintain the Project for at least five (5) years from the date installation is
complete. If APPLICANT does not do so, the LMRWD will have a right to reimbursement of all amounts paid 
to APPLICANT, unless: 

a. The LMRWD determines that the failure to maintain the Project was caused by reasons beyond the
APPLICANT's control; or

b. APPLICANT has conveyed the underlying property, provided APPLICANT notifies the LMRWD at least
30 days before the property is conveyed and facilitates communication between the LMRWD and
the prospective owner regarding continued maintenance of the project. 

5. Agreement Void. This Agreement is void if the project installation in not complete by July 30, 2025. This
Agreement may not be modified in any way except in writing and signed by both parties.

6. Indemnification. The LMRWD will be held harmless against all liability and loss in connection with the
installation of the Project.

7. Compliance with laws. APPLICANT is responsible to compfy with any permits or other legal requirements
applicable to the work.

8. Notices. Any notice or demand, authorized or required under this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be
addressed to the other party as follows:

To LMRWD: 
Administrator 
lower Minnesota River Watershed District 
112 East Fifth street, Suite 102 Chaska, MN 55318 

To APPLICANT: 
Dan Niziolek, Primary Contact 
Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature 
10125 Drew Avenue South 
Bloomington, MN 55431 

The parties being in agreement to be signed as follows: 

APPLICANT: LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT: 

By: l>dr- •fo:iokk Aug 2, 2023 11 • 15 e>r By: ______________ _ 

Its: President lts: ___ .;..P.;..;re=s=id=e=n=t _________ _ 

Date:Aug 2, 2023 Date: _______________ _ 



 

 

D. Request for 
Reimbursement from 
Bloomington Neighbors 
Nurturing Nature and 
Receipts 



Linda Loomis <naiadconsulting@gmail.com>

BNNN - Reimbursement Request...
1 message

Dan Niziolek <bloomingtonnnn@gmail.com> Wed, Jul 10, 2024 at 8:14 AM
To: Linda Loomis <naiadconsulting@gmail.com>
Cc: Laura Peterson <lauraptrsn1@gmail.com>, Heidi Niziolek <heidi.niziolek@yahoo.com>

Linda,

I hope your summer is going well.

I write to request our first reimbursement for the Olson Schools Nature Area Project:
1st reimbursement: The Applicant may request reimbursement after completion of the following items: installation
of erosion and occultation materials, winter seeding, and spring plantings.  

Our first ten months have gone very well, with good community engagement, significant removal of invasive plants and
prolific trees, and the planting and seeding of native plants.

Summary of our work thus far:

at least monthly restoration events, involving more than 50 community members (totaling more than 200 hours)
removal of many loads of buckthorn, honeysuckle, and other invasive plants (cut, dragged, and stacked by
volunteers and hauled away by the School District)
volunteer services of 2 tree removal companies to remove more than 15 dead and dying ash and overly prolific
trees (e.g. black walnut)
planting of 1,200 native plugs (including emergents, shoreline, and upland plants)
Installation of erosion control logs and straw
obtained permit for purple loosestrife beetle for biological control
seeding of approximately 1,000 square feet
regular sharing of events and progress through Facebook and website
installation of occultation

We (Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature) are seeking reimbursement of  - $3,137.97 

I will forward invoices and photos in subsequent emails. Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional
information.

Also, we are always open to providing tours of the area.

Thanks!!
Dan
Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature 501c(3)

7/13/24, 11:15 AM Gmail - BNNN - Reimbursement Request...

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=665fa99b00&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1804197975296914167&simpl=msg-f:1804197975296914167 1/1



Natural Shore Technologies Inc
6275 Pagenkopf Road
Maple Plain, MN  55359 US
612-703-7581
rob.l@naturalshore.com
naturalshore.com

Invoice

BILL TO

Dan Niziolek
Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing 
Nature
10125 Drew Ave S
Bloomington, MN  55431 USA

SHIP TO

Dan Niziolek
Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing 
Nature
10125 Drew Ave S
Bloomington, MN  55431 USA

INVOICE # DATE TOTAL DUE DUE DATE TERMS ENCLOSED

6194 05/29/2024 $0.00 05/31/2024 Due on receipt

SERVICE DESCRIPTION QTY RATE AMOUNT

3" Foxglove 
Beardtongue

3" Foxglove Beardtongue (Penstemon digitalis) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Joe-Pye Weed 3" Joe-Pye Weed (Eutriochium maculatum) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Swamp Milkweed 3" Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Purple Coneflower 3" Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Prairie Phlox 3" Prairie Phlox (Phlox pilosa) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Obedient Plant 3" Obedient Plant (Physostegia virginiana) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Zig Zag Goldenrod 3" Zig Zag Goldenrod (Solidago flexicaulis) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Anise Hyssop 3" Anise Hyssop (Agastache foeniculum) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Golden Alexander 3" Golden Alexander (Zizia aurea) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Boneset 3" Boneset (Eupatorium perfoliatum) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Cardinal Flower 3" Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis) 32 2.25 72.00T

4" Pickerel Weed 4" Pickerel Weed (Pontederia cordata) 18 6.00 108.00T

4" Arrowhead 4" Arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia) 18 4.00 72.00T

3" Side Oats Grama 3" Side Oats Grama (Bouteloua curtipendula) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" Bottlebrush Grass 3" Bottlebrush Grass (Elymus hystrix) 32 2.25 72.00T

3" June Grass 3" June Grass (Koeleria macrantha) 32 2.25 72.00T

4" Bebb's Sedge 4" Bebb's Sedge (Carex bebbii) 18 4.00 72.00T

4" Burreed 4" Burreed (Sparganium eurycarpum) 18 4.00 72.00T

4" Bottle Brush Sedge 4" Bottle Brush Sedge (Carex comosa) 18 4.00 72.00T

4" Sweet Flag 4" Sweet Flag (Acorus americanus) 18 4.00 72.00T



SUBTOTAL 1,476.00

TAX 0.00

TOTAL 1,476.00

PAYMENT 1,476.00
BALANCE DUE $0.00
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Before pictures 
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INVOICE

BILLING DATE

6/3/2024

INVOICE #

45503BILLING ADDRESS

Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature
10125 Drew Ave S
Bloomingon, MN  55431

SHIPPING ADDRESS

Bloomington Neighbors Nurturing Nature
10125 Drew Ave S
Bloomingon, MN  55431

CUST. PO NO.TERMS

Due on receipt

DUE DATE

6/3/2024

PROJECT PROJECT #

Thank you for your business. Please place the invoice number on your check. Total

Balance Due

Payments/Credits

10 Million Acres Impacted by 2030!



8740 77th St NE
Otsego, MN  55362

HEAL THE EARTH!

www.MNLcorp.com AP@MNLcorp.comPhone: (763) 295-0010

ITEM DESCRIPTIONUNITSQTY U/M UNIT PRICE EXTENTION

XL Plugs Native Plant PlugsEach684 1.60 1,094.40T

Packets 5000sq ft MNL Songbird MixEach1 165.00 165.00T

Shipping a... Shipping and Handling Charges
(MNL Delivered)

Each1 265.00 265.00T

MN/Henn/Bloom/HennTR/MetTR/
MetH

9.025% 137.57

Any amount remaining unpaid beyond the due date, will incur a 1.5% per
month finance charge.

$1,661.97

$1,661.97

$0.00
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