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Agenda Item 
Item 8. A. – Minnesota River Boat Tour 

Prepared By 
Linda Loomis, Administrator 

Summary 

There has been no word from barge operators that they can provide a barge for the LMRWD Minnesota River 

Tour.  Padelford Riverboats was contacted. 

They have suggested that we use the Anson Northrup, which has a capacity of 250 people.  The first dates 

available for the Anson Northrup is September 3rd, 5th, 10th, and 12th.  I will check to see if another boat will be 

available sooner.  The level of the Minnesota River may impact a tour.  Navigation is closed when the level of the 

River reaches 702 feet in Savage.  Right now, the River is expected to crest later this week at just above 704 feet.  

River elevations are typically lower later in the season. 

The largest group that has attended a Minnesota River Tour is between 150 to 200 people.  We have updated 

the invitation list.  You can download the list using the link below. 

Attachments 

Private Charter Information 2024 
How Charters Work – Policies and Procedures 
Updated invitation list  

Recommended Action 

Provide direction to staff 

 

Executive Summary for Action 
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Board of Managers Meeting 

Wednesday, June 20, 2024 

https://lowermnriverwd.org/download_file/3826/0


 

 PADELFORD RIVERBOATS - PORT OF SAINT PAUL, MN                                             RIVERRIDES.COM 

PRIVATE CHARTERS 
 
With a Private Charter, you have exclusive use of the riverboat. A two-hour minimum is 
required, and each charter is allotted an additional 30 minutes prior to departure for boarding 
and 20 minutes following the cruise for disembarking and removal of any party equipment. 
 
Complete catering is available and must be purchased through Padelford Riverboats. Full bar 
service is provided.  
 
A non-refundable deposit of $1000.00 is due 5 days after receipt of your contract. The total 
balance for all passenger fare, food, beverages, etc. is due 10 days prior to your charter. Any 
remaining balance (additional food or bar) must be paid in full by the end of the cruise before 
disembarking. Please be prepared to pay any final balance with cash or credit card. 
 
 

 
MINIMUM CHARTER REQUIREMENTS 
Sales tax, port fee, fuel charge, food & bar choice and hourly boat rental are applied towards 
the minimum requirement.     
 
JONATHAN PADELFORD  
$3500 minimum (hourly rental: $750) 
Standard dining layout – 80 
Maximum standing capacity – 140 
 
BETSEY NORTHRUP 
$5000 minimum (hourly rental: $750) 
Standard dining layout – 160 
Maximum standing capacity – 250 
 
ANSON NORTHRUP 
$5000 minimum (hourly rental: $750) 
Standard dining layout – 176 
Maximum standing capacity – 250 
 
ANSON & BETSEY NORTHRUP  
$7000 minimum (hourly rental: $1500) 
Standard dining layout – 336 
Maximum standing capacity – 500 
 
Pricing and schedule subject to change.  
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