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Agenda Item 
Item 5. H. - Accept final report from Cost Share Project at 11115 Normandale Boulevard, Bloomington and authorize 
reimbursement 

Prepared By 
Linda Loomis, Administrator 

Summary 
At the June 21, 2023, meeting of the LMRWD Board of Managers, the Board approved a Cost Share Application for 

Marianne Cartwright at 11115 Normandale Boulevard.  The amount requested in the application was $1,316.00.  The 

project is complete, and Ms. Cartwright is requesting reimbursement for the project.  She has submitted her final report 

and receipts. 

The Board should receive and file the final report and authorize reimbursement.  The Application, executed Cost Share 

Agreement, minutes from June 21, 2023, Board meeting, final report, receipts and photographs of the project are attached.  

The homeowner has developed a handout that she shares with neighbors the inquire about her project. 

Attachments 
2023 Cost Share Application for 11115 Normandale Boulevard submitted by Marianne Cartwright 
Executed Cost Share Agreement for 11115 Normandale Boulevard 
Excerpt from June 21, 2023 LMRWD Board of Managers meeting minutes 
Final Report for 11115 Normandale Boulevard Cost Share with receipts and photos 
Final Cost Share Worksheet  
Rain Garden Info Brochure 

Recommended Action 

Motion to accept final report and authorize reimbursement 

 

Executive Summary for Action 
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Board of Managers Meeting 

Wednesday, January 17, 2024 



        Homeowner   Non-profit - 501(c)(3)          School

Project type (check all that apply)                 Raingarden    Vegetated Swale        Infiltration Basin 
 Conservation practice     Habitat restoration         Buffer/shoreline restoration  Wetland restoration           

 Other__________________________________________________________

Applicant Information 

Name of organization or individual applying for grant (to be named as grantee):

Address (street, city and ZIP code): 

Phone: Email address:

Primary Contact (if different from above) 

Name of organization or individual applying for grant (to be named as grantee):

 Address (street, city and ZIP code): 

 Phone: Email address: 

Project location 

Address (street, city and ZIP code):

 Property Identification Number (PID) 

Property owners:

Project Summary 

Grant amount requested

Estimated completion date

Title

Total project cost

Estimated start date

Is project tributary to a water body?  No, water remains on site  Yes, indirectly  Yes, directly adjacent 

Cost Share Grant 
Application 2023

Application type (check one)

        Business or corporation        Public agency or local government unit 

Pervious hard surface        



Is this work required as part of a permit?          No              Yes 
(If yes; describe how the project provides water quality treatment beyond permit requirement on a separate page.) 

Project Details 

Checklist  To be considered complete the following must be included with the application. 

  

project timeline 

proof of property ownership 

plant list &planting plan (if project includes plants) 

location map 

site plan & design schematic 

contracted items 

Project description Describe the project, current site conditions, as well as site history, and past

management. Note any potential impacts to neighboring properties.

What are the project objectives and expected outcomes? Give any additional project details. 

Which cost share goals does the project support? (check all that apply) 

 improve watershed resources foster water resource stewardship

increase awareness of the vulnerability of watershed resources 

increase familiarity with and acceptance of solutions to improve waters 

How does the project support the goals you checked? 



Project Details (continued) 

Project benefits  Estimate the project benefits in terms of restoration and/or annual pollution reduction.

If you are working with a designer or contractor, they can provide these numbers.  If you need help contact 
the district administrator. Computations should be attached.

Benefit Amount 

Water captures gal/year 

Water infiltrated gal/year 

Phosphorus removed lbs/year 

Sediment removed lbs/year 

Land restored sq. ft. 

How will you share the project results with your community and work to inform others about your projects 
environmental benefit?

Mail the completed application to or email to: 

Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Linda Loomis, Administrator 
c/o Linda Loomis, Administrator naiadconsulting@gmail.com 
112 E. Fifth St., Suite 102 

Chaska, MN 55318 

Please note that by obtaining cost share funding from the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, your 
project may be shared with the community through our website, social media, or other media. Your 
project may also be highlighted on a tour or training event, with prior notice and agreement. 

I acknowledge that receipt of a grant is contingent upon agreeing to maintain the project for the number of 
years outlined in the cost share guidelines.             Yes 

Authorization 
Name of landowner or responsible party

Signature                                                                                                                   Date 

Type or handwrite your answers on this form.  Attached additional pages as needed. 

For questions, contact Linda Loomis at Naiad Consulting@gmail.com or call 763-545-4659.

Maintenance  Describe the anticipated maintenance and maintenance schedule for your project.



 2023 Cost Share Worksheet

# Hours Rate/Hour

 Requested 

Funds from 

LMRWD 

 Matching/In-

Kind Funds Total Cost

$  $  $  

Unit Cost Total # of Units

Requested 

Funds from

LMRWD

Matching/In-

Kind Funds Total Cost

$  (A)

$  (B)

$  (C)

Labor Costs (contractors, consultants, in-kind labor)

Project Materials

Total:

Service Provider Task

Material Description

*Please note: total requested funds (A) cannot be more than 50% of the Project Total (C)

Total:

Total Requested Funds from LMRWD*: 

Total Matchin/In-Kind Funds:

Project Total:

$ $  $ 
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Plant List Preliminary 
 
Availability of plants will determine the final plant choices for this project. I will verify that all 
purchased plants are native to Minnesota. Final plantings will be dependent on availability. 
These plants, or substitutions:  
*Full Sun Plantings with some part sun for raingarden closer to garage:  Riddell’s Goldenrod, 
Cardinal Flower, Rose Milkweed, Buttonbush, Southern Blue Flag, Trout Lily, Blue Vervain, 
Mountain Mint, Joe Pye Weed, Rose Milkweed, Sneezeweed, Meadow Blazing Star, Great Blue 
Lobelia Obedient Plant, Southern Blue Flag, Prairie dropseed, Palm Sedge, Orange Coneflower, 
Wild Bergamot, Cardinal Flower, Early Sunflower, Purple Coneflower, Blue Wild Indigo, 
Columbine. 
 



Timeline 
Submit proposal by 4/15.  
 
Place plant order 4/16-4/19. 
 
As weather allows, clear stored mulch, chipped wood, leaf debris etc in project area.  
 
As plant scome up alongside house these will be transplanted. 
 
Rental reservation for bobcat. 
 
Regrading of driveway. 
 
Digging out raingardens, putting in piping. 
 
Forming raingardens and ready for plantings. 
 
Mulch delivery. Rock delivery. 
 
Downspouts and filters in place, ready to hook up to gardens. 
 
Finalize garden beds for planting. 
 
Planting. 
 
 
 















LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT 
BOARD OF MANAGERS 
WEDNESDAY, June 21, 2023 
MEETING MINUTES 
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Attorney Kolb reviewed his presentation on the One Watershed One Plan operational 
arrangements. He discussed joint power entities, determining an appropriate structure, and the 
decisions that need to be made prior to entering one of these agreements. He also discussed the 
key elements of implementation for a One Watershed One Plan. He stated that they do not have 
to decide tonight on whether or not they participate in this, but they will need to make the 
decision soon. 

Administrator Loomis discussed that part of this has to do with the amount of sediment and 
nutrients that are coming from upstream, in areas that are outside of a certain district. She gave 
the example of Scott County and how the upper part of Sand Creek is outside of their county, 
and they are not able to do projects in that area. She added that it is possible that this plan may 
impact the LMRWD’s ability to get watershed-based implementation funding as funding may be 
split. 

The Board discussed the values and the drawbacks of this plan. 

Attorney Kolb reviewed the difference between a joint powers collaboration or a joint powers 
entity. 

Administrator Loomis shared that the LMRWD has given funding to projects that were outside of 
the district and stated that there is nothing prohibiting them from giving these funds as long as 
they see it as beneficial to the district. 

The Board gave feedback on the information that was presented at this meeting. No action 
required. 

6. OLD BUSINESS  

A. 2021 Financial Audit 
Administrator Loomis introduced this item and shared that Redpath and Company has agreed to 
doing a two year audit which will cost $25,000 per year. She shared the recommendation from 
legal counsel to get the legislature to give resources to the Office of the State Auditor so that 
they can provide audit services to some of the smaller, local governmental units, such as 
watershed districts. Legal counsel noted that the LMRWD is not alone in its difficulty finding 
auditors and getting audits prepared.  She stated that they will be sending a letter to the former 
audit firm. Attorney Kolb stated that this letter should go out within the next week. 

President Hartmann made a motion to authorize a request for proposals to provide audit 
services for FY 2023.  Manager Amundson seconded the motion.  Upon a vote being taken, the 
motion carried unanimously. 

B. 2027 World EXPO – “Healthy People, Healthy Planet – Wellness and Well Being for All” 
Administrator Loomis introduced and provided background on this item.  Bloomington was not 
chosen as the site of the 2027 World Expo. 

C. 2023 Cost Share Applications 
Administrator Loomis reviewed the five applications for cost share projects. She stated that the 

total of all five projects would come to over $21,000 and funding could come from the Water 

Resource Restoration fund. 

The Board asked if they would not accept any other applications for the rest of the year. 

Administrator Loomis explained that decision is up to the Board.  She noted that there is an 

applicant that is interested in submitting an application, but that is for a project for 2024. 

LMRWD Administrator
Highlight



LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT 
BOARD OF MANAGERS 
WEDNESDAY, June 21, 2023 
MEETING MINUTES 
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The Board discussed potentially limiting funding to the same groups to every other year and not 

back to back years. 

Administrator Loomis shared that she has looked into cost share programs for other watershed 

districts and stated that the LMRWD is the most conservative. She added that there will be a 

draft budget at the July meeting. 

The Board discussed the May deadline being a little late in the year for these applications to be 

submitted. 

Manager Amundson made a motion to approve all cost share applications as presented and 

the amounts requested.  Manager Kuplic seconded the motion.  Manager Salvato offered a 

friendly amendment to the motion, asking that LMRWD staff evaluate cost share programs 

offered by other watershed districts and recommend changes to the LMRWD.  Managers 

Amundson and Kuplic accepted Manager Salvato’s amendment.  Upon a vote being taken, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

D. City of Carver Levee 
No new information to report since the last update. 

E. Dredge Management 
i. Vernon Avenue Dredge Material Management site 

Administrator Loomis introduced this item and provided an update on the project to improve 
Vernon Avenue. 

ii. Private Dredge Material Placement 
No new information to report since last update. 

F. Watershed Management Plan 

No new information to report since the last update. 

G. 2023 Legislative Action 
Administrator Loomis introduced and provided background on this item. She discussed the 
projects that received funding. 

The Board asked about the funding provided for water storage. Administrator Loomis explained 
that BWSR is going to try to identify larger projects and how they can make more of a difference 
with water storage. 

H. Education and Outreach Plan 
No new information to report since the last update. 

I. LMRWD Projects 
(Only projects that require Board action will appear on the agenda. Informational updates will 

appear on the Administrator Report) 

i. Area #3 
Administrator Loomis introduced and provided background on this item. She shared that she 
met with the property owners on site at the propety and she asked them to consider selling 
the portion of their property or allowing an easement for the property in the City’s right-of-
way for Riverview Road and the river. She noted that State funds can be used for this 
purchase. She stated that they will need to determine how they can raise their match from 
the State. She added that she contacted a consulting firm who may be able to assist and 

LMRWD Administrator
Highlight
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Linda Loomis <naiadconsulting@gmail.com>

Grant Application 2023
Marianne Cartwright <mariannecartwright@icloud.com> Tue, Dec 19, 2023 at 10:31 AM
To: Linda Loomis <naiadconsulting@gmail.com>

Linda, 

Hi. For some reason, I didn’t see your email. Yes, I am finished! Here’s the overview. I will send in the details with photos
today. 

I have completed work on my rain garden at 11115 Normandale Blvd. Over the course of the projects some adjustments
were made. The property was surveyed prior to the installation of the project as I purchased the property just over a year
ago and thought I should verify the property line.  The north property line was not where the previous owner had shown
me it was. The buildings and fencing and hedges don’t run parallel to the property line which results in more of a wedge
shape to my property along the north side of my class IV driveway. This resulted in too narrow of a space to place the
swale/raingarden along the north edge of the driveway. I relocated the raingarden project to the opposite side of the
driveway- the south side and at the end of the driveway – south of the garage where the same drainage from the driveway
and north side of the roof of the house could be achieved.

 

The second area of adjustments has occurred secondary to the weather extremes we have experienced over this past
summer/fall with higher temperatures and lower rainfall with some rain events later in the season and, not insignificantly,
rain in the forecast for the end of the calendar year.

·      The temperature was monitored along the original proposed site for the raingarden in a temporary raised garden bed.
The temperature in this bed reached 120 degrees more than once over the summer. If I would have located the project
along the driveway, I would have had to provide significant supplemental water to the plantings and install a shade
structure.

·      I did not place piping under the class IV driveway as this area is used by delivery trucks as the only functioning
entrance is at the rear of my house. I consulted two different sources on having a buried drain tile and both stated that
freezing would be an issue and heavy trucks could be problematic.

·      The overall cost of the project was reduced secondary to the relocation of the raingarden.

·      An added area of rock was added for capturing and slowing snow melt off of the area where in a snowy year the snow
is piled up.

·      The final location will provide a source of water for plants that are supportive of my firefly population (They appear just
east of the garage.)

The integrity of the overall design was maintained.  The late season planting was successful, if limited in plant availability.
Supplemental plants were ordered for spring planting to provide the raingarden with the variety in the original plan. The
raingarden was successful in the trial rain we had in October! The garden captured water, bubbling out of the pop up
emitter and trickling down through the river pebble area off the driveway, and the piping didn’t show any signs of leaking.

 

I have implemented two areas for rain barrels in the design to hold supplemental water.

I have also adapted the downspouts for a winter that may fluctuate between rain/snow events with access to above
ground piping/water capture if it is a rain event with warm enough temperatures to run the water off the roof into the
garden. The projects isn’t all that pretty now, but I am looking forward to next spring and summer! I have given many mini
tours of the garden project and have a number of neighbors, co-workers, and friends who are awaiting tours when the
plants start growing!

[Quoted text hidden]
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 2023 Cost Share Worksheet

11115 Normandale Boulevard

# Hours Rate/Hour

 Requested 

Funds from 

LMRWD 

 Matching/In-

Kind Funds Total

875.00$        875.00$         1,750.00$      

-$                

875.00$        875.00$         1,750.00$      

Unit Cost Total # of Units

Requested 

funds from 

LMRWD

Matching/In-

Kind Funds Total

$85.48 42.74$          42.74$           85.48$            

$42.38 21.19$          21.19$           42.38$            

$18.94 9.47$             9.47$             18.94$            

$39.00 19.50$          19.50$           39.00$            

14.15$          14.14$           28.29$            

119.92$        119.92$         239.84$         

48.39$          48.39$           96.78$            

68.37$          68.36$           136.73$         

112.86$        112.87$         225.73$         

4.10$             4.10$             8.20$              

3.79$             3.80$             7.59$              

4.57$             4.57$             9.14$              

3.05$             3.04$             6.09$              

194.78$        194.79$         389.57$         

188.80$        188.80$         377.60$         

12.36$          12.37$           24.73$            

868.04$        868.05$         1,736.09$      

1,743.04$        (A)

1,743.05$        (B)

3,486.09$        (C)

Frattellone's Hardware

Fleet Farm

Labor Costs (Contractors, Consultants, In-Kind Labor)

Project Materials

Total:

Service Provider

W. Brown Land Surveying

Task

Material description

Menard's

Menard's

Menard's

*Please note: total requested funds (A) cannot be more than 50% of the Project Total (C)

Total:

Total Requested Funds from LMRWD*: 

Total Matchin/In-Kind Funds:

Project Total:



 2023 Cost Share Worksheet

11115 Normandale Boulevard

Labor Costs (Contractors, Consultants, In-Kind Labor)























My Raingarden 
Capturing rain from north roof of house and runoff from driveway



Raingardens 
Information from UMN Extension:  https://extension.umn.edu/landscape-design/rain-gardens                  

The benefits of rain gardens

• Whether you live in the city or along a lake or river, managing stormwater runoff is important.

• Rooftops, roads, driveways and sidewalks are hard surfaces that prevent rainwater and melting snow from reaching the soil and
soaking into the ground. These hard surfaces also collect nutrient-rich yard and pet waste, oil and radiator fluid from autos, and 
other debris and pollutants.

Runoff:

Washes debris and pollutants away, often directly into lakes, rivers and wetlands.

Erodes soil and carries it into our surface waters.

Can affect aquatic life if warm runoff enters lakes and rivers directly. 

In summer, runoff is often warmed as it flows over hard surfaces.

Rain gardens:

Collect stormwater runoff and prevent it from flowing directly into lakes, rivers and wetlands.

Allow runoff to soak into the soil so sediments settle, and plants absorb nutrients.

Filter out pollutants from water before entering the groundwater.

Prevent erosion by holding soil in place with their deep roots.

Attract birds and butterflies.

Require little watering and maintenance once established.
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	Email address: mariannecartwright@icloud.com
	Email address_2: 
	Grant amount requested: $1316
	Estimated completion date: September 1, 2023
	HO: Yes
	Text15: Marianne Cartwright
	Text16: 11115 Normandale Blvd
	Text17: 307-399-7868
	Text18: 
	Text19: 
	t20: 
	21: 11115 Normandale, Bloomington 55437
	22: 30-027-24-22-0001
	24: Driveway raingardens
	23: Marianne Cartwright
	tpc: $2633
	esd: June 1, 2023
	NP: Off
	Sc: Off
	Pa: Off
	Bc: Off
	cp: Off
	hr: Off
	wr: Off
	bsr: Off
	ot: Off
	phs: Off
	rg: Yes
	vs: Off
	ib: Off
	twb: Yes
	wrs: Off
	wid: Off
	Project description: Proposed project is a long raingarden in full sun along north edge of compacted gravel driveway with a spillover raingarden in partial shade close to garage with a regrading of the compact gravel driveway away from house, towards raingarden and an overall reduction of the size of the driveway along with improving soils by removing some heavy gravels through excavation and addition of organic materials.
 The high point of the driveway is around the front edge of the front of the house. This raingarden feature will have water coming in directly from the north roof of the house and porch roofs via underground pipes connected to the downspouts. Sloping driveway toward raingarden will promote drainage of rain into that area as well as snomelt. This will capture the runoff from the north side of the house and help to drain the water off the compacted gravel driveway which currently all drains into driveway and heads down into turf and weedy areas by garage. The driveway is a mud hole when it rains and was a hockey rink all winter. Providing the raingarden to the north edge I will be able to stack snow there in winter and wrangle runoff during the rainy season. The north part of the garage roof and the skirt in front of the garage will drain into the overflow raingarden. I have calculated the runoff for the roof and have determined the depth of the raingarden needed to accommodate the water in a 1” rainfall to be 6” with the overall dimension of 143 sf, so main raingarden will be 3’ x 35’ with 3’ x 10’ garden by garage as a spillover. 

The edge of the raingarden will be15 feet from the house. Placement of the raingarden is along a lilac hedge which spans the property line. There is enough width to have a buffer of up to 5 feet from the actual property line. No negative impact is expected for my neighbor's property. He has a heavy mulched flower bed underneath his side of the hedge up to his pave driveway. We've discussed my proposed changes and he is supportive of my ideas as this property has been a rental for 40 years with limited attention to the landscaping. 

The area to the east of the garage is planned to be a dedicated firefly habitat as these insects were observed there last season when I didn’t mow that corner of the property, so this will be considered in the selection of plantings closer to that area.
Overall the dimension of the driveway will be reduced in this project from a current width of 26’ down to approximately 10’. Regrading of the soil with excavation of the heavy 12” + gravels to the sides will allow for additional native plantings in the future.  Soils on my property are sandy and infiltration is fairly rapid. 

I will use plants native to Minnesota, providing a diverse growing habitat for pollinators, fireflies, and other insects,  as well as birds, while improving the overall aesthetic.

Currently, the flow of water from the house and porches travels into the turf grass along the east side of the garage or the weeds on the north side, then heads towards the street (Utica).  

	Project objective: The main objective of this project is to start the overall reduction of precipitation runoff from my property and to utilize this water to grow native plants, shrubs, and trees that will help foster improved habitat for insects, pollinators and others. This will be the first component of many projects. Planning for the projects I considered the path of the water and what I could improve by moving water into the proposed raingardens. Last summer I attempted to grow flowers along the edge of the driveway, but it was hot and dry. Many areas were too compacted to plant. When it rained I had pooling water and mud along the driveway and into the turf. It was a lost opportunity. The water travels off the back, steeper part of the property to Utica. From there the water travels to Overlook drive, turns the corner and heads to Normandale where there is a single storm drain supporting the runoff from Normandale to the north of my property to the intersection with Overlook. This storm drain is often overwhelmed with water pooling through the sidewalk intersection area up to the main lawns there and out into the roadway. The water travels from that storm drain down to the Minnesota River. 

Longterm, my plan is to replace 100% of turf grass on this property and to promote growth of a pocket prairie environment with some large trees. I have started to foster the large trees on the property including a healthy American Elm, Silver Maple, Hackberry, various pines, smaller shrubs and a Green Ash. The property is unfenced except for a small area for my dogs and a vegetable/flower garden. I think with dedicated planning for growing Minnesota native vegetation this property will be viable for capturing water for nurturing these plantings while decreasing runoff and increasing sequester of carbon. I purchased this property last summer with this idea specifically in mind 

Additional projects for water control will focus on the boulevard area, the steeper area at the SW corner of the property leading down to Utica, and possible curb cut raingarden there to take in water from the gutter as well as any runoff from my property in larger storms. 
	Project goals: Proposed project works to keep runoff on property and going deep into soils via native plantings. Keeping storm runoff on property and providing diverse plantings wtih an overall reduction of heavy gravel driveway will improve overall use of land.
	no1: Yes
	yes1: Off
	plpp: Yes
	ppo: Yes
	pt1: Yes
	lm: Yes
	spds: Yes
	cti: Off
	fwrs: Yes
	iwr: Yes
	iavwr: Yes
	iasiw: Yes
	Water captures: 16,033
	Water infiltrated: NA
	Land restored: NA
	Phos removed: NA
	Sed removed: NA
	community: This project will be visible from the sidewalk and street (Normandale) with no barriers present. This provides an opportunity to demonstrate a type of project that fosters stewardship. I plan to have neighborhood gatherings, open to anyone, sharing progress of reverting this property back to native plants, supporting insects, polilnators and other critters, along with improved watershed stewardship.
	maint: The plants will be maintained with supplemental watering as needed while they establish and in times of low rainfall. As plants establish I will be monitoring the success of the plantings and make adjustments as needed. Weeds will be removed. Erosion and overall integrity of the raingardens will be monitored and maintained with reinforcing areas or adapting the structures as needed. Addition of features to promote good control of the water and success of the planting will be ongoing. Adjustments may be needed to the grading the gravel driveway on a yearly basis, depending on the impacts of the weather. Cleaning of leaf debris from the downspouts will be ongoing depending on how much debris falls onto roof surfaces. Underground pipes will be monitored for wear and integrity. 

The education and experience I bring to this project include being a trained master gardener (Oregon), a home gardener from childhood, recent attendance of the Dakota County Landscaping for Cleanwater course and their online Design Course (and virtual site visit). I am enrolled for the July Master Naturalist course, so look forward to bringing further knowledge and insight into this process. I have worked with a Master Naturalist this winter on the Marsh Lake Restoration project. 
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