LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER
W ATERSHED DISTRICT

Executive Summary for Action

Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Board of Managers Meeting
Wednesday, October 19, 2022

Agenda Item
Item 4. E. — Reimburse Appletree Condominiums for 2021 Cost Share Project

Prepared By
Linda Loomis, Administrator

Summary

At the September 2021 the Board of Managers approved a cost share application from Appletree Condominiums. The
project proposed restoration of an area of the Condominium property on the bluff side of the building. The project
proposed removal of a temporary roadway that was used when maintenance was done to the Condominium building and
restoring the area to prevent erosion of the steep slope. Young Environmental reviewed the cost share application because
of the proximity of the project to the LMRWD steep slope zone.

The project is complete, and the condo association is requesting reimbursement. Appletree Condominium Association has
submitted its final report and receipts. On September 27", | visited the site. Hantho Outdoor Services was hired for the
project. Hantho had difficulty completing the project because they were unable to hire staff necessary to complete the
project in a timely manner. The contract was terminated by mutual agreement and the Condominium Association
completed the work. Appletree applied for and received a grading drainage and erosion control permit form the City of
Bloomington. The City has inspected the project and is satisfied with the project. The contractor recommended that some
of the erosion control fence stay in place until vegetation is more established. Young Environmental was asked to visit the
site, since they had reviewed the plans on behalf of the LMRWD. Its report is attached.

Appletree is continuing work to stabilize the steep slope. Monitoring their efforts to stabilize the slope will be a good test
case for what kind of practices can be used to stabilize steep slopes.

Attachments

Excerpt from September 15, 2021, meeting minutes

Cost Share grant agreement between LMRWD and Appletree Condominium Association.
Email from Appletree requesting reimbursement

Final Report from Appletree Condominium Association

Hantho Erosion Invoice

Grass Seed Receipt

Grading permit receipt and communication record

Project expense receipts

Technical Memorandum — Appletree Condominium Association Cost Share Project inspection dates October 14, 2022
Agreement between Appletree Condominium Association and Hantho Outdoor Services

Recommended Action

Motion to receive and file Cost Share report from Appletree Condominium Association and authorize reimbursement of
$7,500
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https://lowermnriverwd.org/download_file/2706/0

LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
BOARD OF MANAGERS

WEDNESDAY, September 15, 2021

MEETING MINUTES

C. Appletree Condominium Cost Share Application
Administrator Loomis stated this is a condominium building in Bloomington; they are in a steep
slope overlay zone and have been having issues with erosion behind the building. They have
done quite a bit of work to put in drain tile and drain water away from the building to the City
storm water system and are looking at landscaping to further ameliorate the erosion issues.
They sent in an application for a cost-share project and Young Environmental reviewed the
application and made some recommendations.

Ms. Schall-Young noted it is a good application and they are recommending approval. The
Board should keep in mind that the project will need a permit so perhaps a portion of the
money should go towards that permit application to ensure that they come back and do due
diligence.

Administrator Loomis noted $7,500 is the maximum amount for a condominium-type of
request.

Manager Raby made a motion to approve the cost-share application subject to the applicant
applying for and obtaining a permit from the LMRWD. The motion was seconded by Manager
Mraz. Upon a vote being taken the motion carried unanimously.

o
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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
2021 COST SHARE INCENTIVE AND WATER QUALITY RESTORATION PROGRAM

Cost Share Grant Agreement

The parties to this Agreement, made this _14_ day of _October_ 2022, are the Lower Minnesota River

Watershed District, a Minnesota Watershed District ("LMRWD") a public body with purposes and powers set
forth in Minnesota Statutes Chapters 103B and 103D and Appletree Condominium Association ("APPLICANT").
The purpose of this Agreement is to provide for the installation and maintenance of a project designed to
protect and improve natural resources within the District. by managing storm water and said project to be
located at: 8121 34%™ Avenue South, Bloomington, MN 55425,

1.

5.

Scope of Work. APPLICANT will install the Project in accordance with the Application submitted to the
LMRWD, attached as Exhibit A. A final report must be presented to the LMRWD at the time a request is
made for reimbursement of expenses as specified in Section 2 of this Agreement.

Reimbursement. When the installation of the project is complete in accordance with Exhibit A, the LMRWD,
on receipt of adequate documentation, will reimburse the APPLICANT up to 50% of the APPLICANT's cost to
install the Project, including materials, equipment rental, delivery of materials and labor, in an amount not
to exceed $7,500. APPLICANT will document with receipts all direct expenditures. At the time
reimbursement is requested, APPLICANT will provide the LMRWD copies of all documents concerning the
work.

Public Access. LMRWD may enter APPLICANT's property at reasonable times to inspect the work to ensure
compliance with this Agreement and monitor or take samples for the purpose of assessing the performance
of the Project. APPLICANT will permit the LMRWD, at its cost and discretion, to place reasonable signage on
APPLICANTSs property informing the general public about the Project and the LMRWD's Cost Share Incentive
and Water Quality Restoration Program. The LMRWD may request APPLICANT’s permission to allow
members of the public periodically to enter APPLICANT's property to view the Project in the company of a
LMRWD representative. This paragraph does not create any right of public entry onto APPLICANT's property
except as coordinated with APPLICANT and accompanied by a LMRWD representative.

Maintenance. APPLICANT will maintain the Project for at least ten (10) years from the date installation is
complete. If APPLICANT does not do so, the LMRWD will have a right to reimbursement of all amounts paid
to APPLICANT, unless:

a. The LMRWD determines that the failure to maintain the Project was caused by reasons beyond the
APPLICANT's control; or

b. APPLICANT has conveyed the underlying property, provided APPLICANT notifies the LMRWD at least
30 days before the property is conveyed and facilitates communication between the LMRWD and
the prospective owner regarding continued maintenance of the project.

Agreement Void. This Agreement is void if the project installation in not complete by November 30, 2022.
This Agreement may not be modified in any way except in writing and signed by both parties.




6. Indemnification. The LMRWD will be held harmless against all liability and loss in connection with the
installation of the Project.

7. Compliance with Laws. APPLICANT is responsible to comply with any permits or other legal requirements
applicable to the work.

8. Notices. Any notice or demand, authorized or required under this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be
addressed to the other party as follows:

To LMRWD:
Administrator
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District
112 East Fifth Street, Suite 102 Chaska, MN 55318

To APPLICANT:
Tom Fahey, Primary Contact
Appletree Condominium Association
8121 34 Avenue South, Unit 201
Bloomington, MN 55425

The parties being in agreement to be signed as follows:

APPLICANT: APPLETREE CONDOMINIUM ASSOC. LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT:

By: /e /{EZ% By:

Its: Vice-President Its: President




M Gma" Linda Loomis <naiadconsulting@gmail.com>

Final Report/Reimbursement Request to LMRWD for Erosion Control & Maintenance Project

thfahey@comcast.net <thfahey@comcast.net> Mon, Oct 3, 2022 at 11:54 AM
To: Linda Loomis <naiadconsulting@gmail.com>
Cc: distribution <thfahey@comcast.net>

Linda,

Attached is the completed Final Report regarding the Appletree Condominium Association Erosion Control & Maintenance Project. The File
Name is:

Final-Report-to_ LMRWD_by Appletree rep T.Fahey-030ct2022

A reimbursement of $7500 is being requested.

There are also 4 additional files containing receipts and paid invoices documentation:
$14,907.58 File Name: Hantho Erosion Invoice 9.22.22pdf

$ 714.39 File Name: Erosion Control Project-Expenses 29July-11Aug2022_for LMRWD
$ 126.50 File Name: Grading Permit Receipt_and CommunicationsRecord_July2022

$ 101.86 File Name: Grass Seed Receipt Comms_and_reimbursement_Sep2022
$15,850.33 TOTAL

Tom
Mobile: 651-503-8903

thfahey@comcast.net

PS: | talked with Jack Distel at City of Bloomington this morning and notified him that the majority of the silt fence was removed this last
weekend as he and | had agreed.

5 attachments

-D Final-Report-to_LMRWD_by Appletree rep T.Fahey-030ct2022.pdf
5563K

ﬂ Hantho Erosion Invoice 9.22.22pdf.pdf
61K

@ Erosion Control Project-Expenses 29July-11Aug2022_for LMRWD.xlIsx
3148K

@ Grading Permit Receipt_and CommunicationsRecord_July2022.docx
415K

@ Grass Seed Receipt_Comms_and_reimbursement_Sep2022.docx
1171K


mailto:thfahey@comcast.net
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=665fa99b00&view=att&th=1839ec5d019b6514&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=665fa99b00&view=att&th=1839ec5d019b6514&attid=0.2&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=665fa99b00&view=att&th=1839ec5d019b6514&attid=0.3&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=665fa99b00&view=att&th=1839ec5d019b6514&attid=0.4&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=665fa99b00&view=att&th=1839ec5d019b6514&attid=0.5&disp=attd&safe=1&zw

Lower Minnesota River Watershed District
112 East Fifth Street, Suite #102
Chaska, MN 55318

(763) 545-4659

owermnriverwd.org

1
LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER
Cost Share Final Report

Overview

The Final Report documents the entire grant period and must be within 30 days of project
completion. The report should be no longer than six pages. Upon staff approval of the report,
you will receive the final reimbursement for your grant. Please note, checks are only issued
once per month by the District.

Email your report to Linda Loomis, District Administrator, at
naiadconsulting@gmail.com. Contact Linda with questions at 763-545-4659 or by email.

Cost Share Grant Final Report
Project title:

Erosion Control and Maintennace Project

Year grant was awarded: 5554

Project location: 8121 34th Ave. S., Bloomington MN 55425

Project manager’s name:
Tom Fahey

Project manager’s contact information: Mobile: 651-503-8903

Email: thfahey@comcast.net
8121 34th Ave. S., Unit 201, Bloomington MN 55425

Time period addressed in the final report: March 2022 - September 2022

How much is the reimbursement request?

$7500

Who should the reimbursement check be made out to? L. oo
Appletree Condominium Association

AlAa TAarm MalhAvy DAaaAvA \/iaAa NrAaniAdAnt

Where should reimbursement check be mailed?

8121 34th Ave. S., Unit 201, Bloomington MN
55425
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1. Summary of Major Activities
Provide a short overview of Cost Share activities. Include dates and time periods during
which activities were completed and who was involved.

All Erosion Control & Maintenance Project work was contracted with Hantho:

Task #1: Brush & Tree Removal from steep S. slope (1st 10ft from silt fence down the slope).
Task #2: Apply Herbicide where needed on south slope. Then remove 30 tons of gravel from flat
surface extending 310 feet along southside of the building & 10 to 14 ft wide from draintile rock
surface against building to within 1 to 5 ft of the silt fence near top of steep slope.

Task #3: Add topsoil & plant Mesic Prairie native seed along S. side where gravel was removed.
Task #4: Reinstall irrigation system supply line, control wires & E. side sprinkle heads.

Task #5: Eastside: trim Maple trees & trim or cutdown Green Ash. Prepare soil & seed turf grass.
Task #6: Mow & pull weeks from native southside area.

Dates & Time periods for Tasks & those involved:
Hantho completed Tasks #1, #2, #4 and most of #3. Appletree Condo Assoc. volunteers completed
Task #5 & #6 and remaining #3. All work completed March-September 2022.

DATES & TASKS DETAILS:
Task #1: March 2022 - Appletree Condo Assoc. Landscape Committee, cut brush & trees from steep

slope, leaving top 10 ft of steep slope for Hantho to cut per contract. Brush was piled in a berm
extendinn the entire 310 ft. annroximatelv halfwav down the steen slone for added eronsion control.

2. Project Goals
Describe how the project addressed one or more of the goals of the Cost Share Program:
e Improve water quality or increase the capacity of the watershed to store water
e Preserve, protect, and restore native plant and wildlife habitats
e DProtect and preserve groundwater quality and quantity

* The capacity of the watershed to store water was increased by removing the semi-impervious
gravel surface and seeding with Mesic Prairie Southwest seed mix.

* Improved water quality was addressed during the project by ensuring the silt fence was repaired in
July and erosion control blanket was used for seeding. The continued attention to maintaining the
stability of the steep slope and reducing bluff erosion will benefit water quality of nearby Long
Meadow Lake and the Minnesota River in the long run.

* Native plants were restored by planting Mesic Prairie Southwest seed mix and as the plants
mature, will support wildlife habitat.
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3. Educational Value
Describe how the project provided education value regarding the project’s environmental
benefits. What education and outreach was done about the project and what were the
impacts? How were the results of the project shared and with whom?

Education Value:
In the Fall of 2021, after received notice of the Grant, the project was described to U of MN Extension
Master Naturalist class of 30 people as well as all 75+ residents of Appletree Condo. Assoc. building.

Impacts: First, a number of the Master Naturalist students expressed interest in doing prairie
restoration projects. Second, in September 2022 after the contract with Hantho was discontinued 10
of the Appletree Condo Assoc. residents helped complete the remaining tasks #5, #6 and last of #3.

Outreach:

With a goal of expanding the current project to beyond this initial effort, outreach to the following
organizations was initiated and impact made to date:

* MN Valley National Wildlife Refuge (NWR): Two meetings were held where a 3 phase proposal for
buckthorn removal from the NWR property along the MN River bluff was discussed. The first effort on
NWR property that abuts the Appletree Condo Assoc property is planned for the first week of
November. Phase 2 and Phase 3 would be on NWR property that abuts two nearby developments.

e C"nmmarerial davialnnare \whn ara hiiildinAa/nlanninAa anartmant hiiildinAae hnth wwact and aact nf

4. Project Outcomes
e Describe the outcomes of the project.
e Describe what makes you most proud about the project.

We completed all six tasks originally identified. The Landscape Committee is most proud of the facts
that we persevered with the project to completion and that many of the Appletree Condo Assoc.
residents volunteered and helped complete the project.
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5. Project Challenges
e Describe any changes that had to be made to original plans due to site conditions,
regulatory processes, etc. and any challenges with implementing the project.
e Indicate any ways in which Nine Mile Creek staff could have better assisted you in
addressing the challenges.

Changes made:

Brush and trees were cut on approximately 30-40 feet of the steep slope, rather than just 10 feet,
to provide adequate sunlight for the prairie seedings to grow and flourish. The additional cutting of
20-30 ft along the entire 310 length was done by Appletree Condo Assoc volunteers rather than
pay additional to Hantho, the contractor.

The brush and trees cut by volunteers as well as the same cut by Hantho on the top 10ft of the
slope were all piled into a 310 foot long berm by Appletree Condo Assoc volunteers.

Challenges:
The biggest challenge was coordinating with the contractor who originally committed to completing
all work by Spring 2022.

6. Project Longevity
e What will the long-term impact of the project be?
e Describe any follow-up projects that will occur because of the Cost Share grant.

The long-term impact we envisioned was to be a catalyst for several other larger projects in the
same area of the Steep Slopes Overlay District within the LMRWD.

The Appletree Condo Assoc. Landscape Committee has already begun a 2nd project. Two 20ft X
35ft test areas on the steep south facing slope were started in August 2022. Prairie seed and over
160 prairie grasses and forb plugs were planted on the test sites.

The MN Valley NWR has agreed to start phase 1 of a possible 3 phase project to remove invasive

species from their property that abuts Appletree Condo Assoc property and the two properties one
to the east and the other to the west.
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7. Photos

Provide at least three high resolution photos of the project. If you include the pictures in
the document file, also email the photos as separate jpg files.

¢ Include a photo of each phase of the project, if applicable (before, during, after).

8. Reimbursement

¢ How much is the reimbursement request?

$7500

e  What is the total amount of match?

The original Contract with Hantho was $21,673. Total Actual Expenses were: $15,850.33

Due to significant Hantho staffing issues and delays in completing the Erosion Control &

Maintenance Project Contract was ended by mutual agreement in early September. It was agreed

that Hantho would invoice for completed Tasks #1, #2 & #4 for $14,907.58. The remaining work
Submit receipts and/or paid invoices for the reimbursement request and match documentation.

Project expenditures without receipts will not be eligible for reimbursement. Copies of paid checks
may be asked for with reimbursement requests.
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HANTHO OUTDOOR SERVICES

2230 Edgewood Ave S Ste 4
St Louis Park, MN 55426
763-477-5011
robyn@hanthofarms.com

INVOICE #
17001

DATE

09/09/2022

09/09/2022
09/09/2022

HANTHO

Invoice
F
BILLTO SHIP TO
AppleTree Square Condos AppleTree Square Condos
8121 34th Avenue South First Service Residential
Bloomington, MN 55425 PO Box 35627
Charlotte, NC 28235
DATE TOTAL DUE DUE DATE TERMS
09/09/2022 $14,907.58 09/24/2022 Net 15
DESCRIPTION ACTIVITY QTY

Debris Removal - Remove Gravel and apply
Herbicide as agreed

Brush Removal

Irrigation Services -Quote as approved and
completed

Debris Removal

Brush Removal
Irrigation
Services
SUBTOTAL
TAX (7.525%)
TOTAL
BALANCE DUE

No Compromise to Safety

A

RMS LLC

ENCLOSED

RATE AMOUNT

4,253.00 4,253.00T

6,832.00 6,832.00T
2,988.43 2,988.43

14,073.43
834.15
14,907.58

$14,907.58



Grading Permit Receipt

i
Grading Permit
Permit No: PRGR202112356
il Date Issued: faky 19,2022

BLOOMINGTON

Applican : Contractor:

Tom Fahey

§121 340 Awe. 5. Umt 201

Bloommpton, MN 55423

Appletres Condo Association

<N0 STREET ADDRESS>

MN

Property Address: 8121 34TH AVE S, Unit:102, BLOOMINGTON, MN 55425

Tenant: Appletree Condo | Sute: N/A

Work Descrption: A gradmg permut 5 bemg requested for the Appletree Condommimm
Assocation’s Eresion Control and Mamtenance Project bocated at 8121 34th Ave. S Bloommston
53425,

The Project area is ako located withm the TMRWD Steep Slopes Overliy District (SS0D)). This
Project proposes to remove an existing  gravel surface that swrownds the back of the condominmim
and plant the area with a nesic prame seed mux on the south side and a shade-tolerant fescue seed

on the east side.
Gradmg Pernut Fee $59.30
Gradmg Phn Check Fee 537.00

[ Total Paid | $126.50]

Condtions  of Issuance:

13  Ercswon control and site access nmst be mamtamed untd restoration is complete.

2} Al construction and post-construction parlmg and storage of equpment and materiaks nmst
be on-site. Use of puble streets for private construction parking badingunkbading and
storage will not be allowed

3)  Cal for all requared mspections

4) Permit card and any approved plans mmst be printed out and on sie prior to startmg any work
Faihwe to have the card on site nay result m a re-mspection and additional fees.

Plan Approved by Kelly Beyer

When ready for inspection, call (952) 563-8930 at least 458 hours in advance.

This pemmt 1= conditionsd upon comphance with: (1) specific condtons mentioned elsewhere onthis pemat; (2)the approved
plans and specifications; (3) the apphcable City approvals, Ordmances and Codes; and (4) the Mmnesota State

Buildmgz/Health Codes.
‘ : - Manage your account online at : Customer Service: Moblle: Download lhe
’ . == www chase.comicardhel . 1-800-945-2028 Chase Mobile® app loday
- .
Date of
Transaction Merchant Name or Transaction Description $ Amount

0718 COB BUILDING AND INSPEC 952-5638930 MN 126.50




Record of Communications regarding Grading Permit Inspection with Bloomington in July 2022

Thursday 28 July Jack Distel inspected & signed-off on the Grading Permit. | called & confirmed with Dick Fri 29July.

RE: Grading Permit: # PRGR202112356
<& e
Gruidl, Bryan <bgruidl@BloomingtonMN.gov> €3 || © Reply | € ReplyAl | = Forward
To thfahey Wed 7/27/2022 11:18 AM
Cc Distel, Jack

Hello Tom:

Jack Distel (copied on this email) is the erosion inspector for your area, he can also be reached by phone at 952.563.8748.
You can work with Jack regarding erosion control related needs.

| will send Linda the approved permit and copy you on that email.

On another note, did anyone from the city’s communications group contact you about featuring your project and the
Landscape Committee in the Earth Action Hero section of the Bloomington Briefing? We had thrown that idea around

back in April, but ’'m not sure if it went anywhere.

‘ BRYAN GRUIDL
Water Resources Manager

BLOOMINGTON PH: 952-563-4557

From: thfahey <thfahey@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2022 9:29 AM
To: Gruidl, Bryan <bgruidl@BloomingtonMN.gov>

Cc: Tom Fahey <thfahey@comcast.net>
Subject: Re: Grading Permit: # PRGR202112356

Hi Bryan,
Hope all going well for you.

Do you know if there is someone at City of Bloomington | should contact to find out whether or not | have to schedule an
inspection for the grading permit?

Also, do you know who at City of Bloomington will be contacting Linda Loomis at Lower MN River Watershed District
(LMRWD) to let her know that Grading Permit had been finalized. This was one of the requirements before our Appletree
Condominium Association could receive the LMRWD grant funds for our erosion control work.

Tom
Mobile: 651-503-8903

thfahey@comcast.net

RE: Grading Permit: # PRGR202112356
@ Gruidl, Bryan <bgruidl@BloomingtonMN.gov> D902 ]|

To thfahey 7/27/2022
Cc Distel, Jack

On Jul 27, 2022, at 8:57 AM, Gruidl, Bryan <bgruidl@bloomingtonmn.gov> wrote:

Thanks for letting me know Tom. Good Luck with your project!! ~Bryan

From: thfahey@ comcast.net <thfahey@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2022 2:49 PM
To: Gruidl, Bryan <bgruidl@BloomingtonMN.gov>

Ce: distribution <thfahey@comcast.net>
Subject: Grading Permit: # PRGR202112356

Hi Bryan,
The work on the Appletree Condo Association Erosion Control Project is underway.

And | just paid for the Grading Permit today.
Please feel free to let me know if you have any questions about the work.
Tom

Tom Fahey, Appletree Condo Association
Mobile: 651-503-8903

Email: thfahey@comcast.net




Record of Communications with Andy Marchant on 26 April 2022 including Grading Permit issue

RE: Appletree Condo Association, Erosion Control Project

< LE N}
° thfahey@comcast.net =5 || © Reply | € RepyAll | —> Forward

To "Andy Marchant' Tue 4/26/2022 1:52 PNV
Cc ‘larrad Lien’; ‘Maureen QOlstad’; distribution

@You replied to this message on 5/12/2022 8:54 AM.

Andy,
Good to talk with you on the phone again this morning.

| was happy to report: scaffolding that had been erected on the flat surface of the south side of the building was removed
late last week. We look forward to having Hantho remove the gravel, whenever you determine the weather conditions
are favorable.

Also, FYI, the grading permit (Application # PRGR202112356) that Hantho applied for at the City of Bloomington on 16
September 2021 must be issued before grading can start.

As we discussed on the 7" and again today:

1. All trees and brush will be cut on the embankment down to the level where the berm of cut brush has already

been laid down.

2. No need to haul the brush & cut trees out. Laying brush and manageable sized sections of the cut trees on or
near the existing berm of brush that runs most of the embankment will be sufficient.
I will be your primary Appletree Condo Association contact for the project.
You will notify me (via text to my Mobile: 651-503-8903) at least the day before the crew is scheduled to
come out, & then confirm early the morning of, so all 45 owners can be notified.

pow

As we discussed today, and because I will be out of town until 11 May:
5. Please also notify Jarrod Lien (Property Manager via text to his Mobile: 843-422-8531) atleast a day before
crew is scheduled to come out, at the same time when you text me.

Lastly as we discussed today:

6. Trunks of all cut trees and brush on the southside will be will be left in the ground to reduce chance of
erosion.

7. Stumps of all cut brush and trees on the southside will be painted with herbicide after a fresh cut has been
made on the stumps.

8. The branches trimmed from the 2 Maples of east side of the building can also be left on site to extend the
berm on the south embankment eastward.

9. Seeding will be done with mesic prairie seed mix on the southside of the building along the flat surface and
seeding will extend down the embankment to the berm of cut brush.

Thanks again & hoping the weather cooperates so you can start the project,
Tom

Tom Fahey, Appletree Condominium Association Board & Chair Landscape Committee.
thfahey@comcast.net
Mobile: 6561-503-8903




Grass Seed Receipt, Communication and reimbursement Sept 2022

SOLD TO.

ADDRESS

Reimbursement Request

, Repl % Reply Al —> F d ‘ B
Tom's Personal <thfahey@comcast.net> & ‘ © Reply ‘ © Reply ‘ onwar

To Jarrod Lien; Maureen Olstad Sun 9/18/2022 9.02 AM
Cc Tom Fahey

= Untitled attachment 00143.0¢ _,
129 bytes

Jarrod & Maureen,

Good News. The Erosion Control project is now completed.

Attached is a photo of the receipt for the total costs incurred for Landscape Committee completion of all task not completed by Hantho
for the Erosion Control Project: $101.86

| have paid Brad Pederson and am requesting Reimbursement.
Tom

TOM FAHEY
8121 34THAVE S UNIT 408




Erosion Control Project Test Area #1 & #2 expenses

Vendor Date Amount Description
Home Depot 29-Jul-22 S 3.42 Wood strips 2" X 2" - 8 ft (3 for silt fence repair stakes - 70% off).
Straw erosion blankets (4); Biodegradeable stakes (12);
Mycorrhizal Fungi (for roots); Short Prairie seed (for under 4 of
Gerten's 5-Aug-22 $210.95 the erosion blankets - 2 in each test area).

Natural Shore 10-Aug-22 $344.08
Spike's 10-Aug-22 S 10.74

Prairie Grass & Flowers (5 flats, 160 plants 3"X3" containers - 2 of

5 flats, 27% off).
Straw (1 cubic ft, loose for filing in near erosion blanket).
Perenials (5 one gallon containers, 3 Prairie Dropseed & 2 Liatris

Garden City 11-Aug-22 S 48.81 Blazingstar, 30% off) - needed for very steep test area #2.
Straw Erosion blankets (2); Sideoats Grama (25 plants, needed for
Gerten's 11-Aug-22 S 96.39 very steep test area #2, 20% off).
$714.39 Total Reimbursement requested
e
Spike's - Ma
laine Avenue
. ﬁggesii:\ghts. MN 55076 5‘35 Oak Staeggasg
Inver 1) 450-1501 Map]? P]gin. M
SALE
22 700w 30 302 SR e
ket o B 08/10/22 10:33A4 2620 2 1358 ¥
$99. ok na oy S B SN :
ONE-SIDED STRAW BL;NKET 4'X50 99 EA 184255 | EA $9.99 Esg 0
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Aug 10,2022 GOPHER ACE (..4453)  Repair & maintenance v 56341
SPIKE'S - MAPLE PLAIN (.4453)  Repair & maintenance v §10.74
SQ *NATURAL SHORE TECH. | (.4453)  Merchandise & inventory v $344.08
Tools | bought but will keep & not requesting reimbursement
Home Depot 4-Aug-22 S 37.61 5 lbs Pick Matlock (1 for removing roots).

Gopher Ace Hdwr 10-Aug-22 $ 63.41 Earth Augers (2 for digging planting holes). Hand trowl (1).
$101.02
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Young Environmental Consulting

Group, LLC
Technical Memorandum
To: Linda Loomis, Administrator
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District
From: Erica Bock, Water Resources Scientist
Hannah LeClaire, PE
Date: October 14, 2022
Re: Appletree Condominium Association Project Cost Share | Project
Inspection
Background

In August 2021, the Appletree Condominium Association (Association) requested a
cost-share grant from the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District (LMRWD) for an
erosion control and maintenance project (Project) in the amount of $7,500.

The Project is located at 8121 34th Avenue South Bloomington, Minnesota; the
condominium building is built on the top of the Minnesota River bluff, and runoff from the
Project site enters Long Meadow Lake and ultimately the Minnesota River. The Project
area is also located within the LMRWD Steep Slopes Overlay District. The $21,673
Project proposed to remove an existing gravel surface that surrounds the back of the
condominium and plant the area with a mesic prairie seed mix on the south side and a
shade-tolerant fescue seed on the east side (Figure 1).

The Association has been working to manage surface water runoff and erosion on the
south side of the building since 1997. The goals of this project are to maintain the
stability of the steep slope behind the building and protect the water quality downstream
in Long Meadow Lake and the Minnesota River by reducing erosion and sediment
inputs. The Project will improve vegetation and infiltration, which will reduce peak
stormwater runoff rates and therefore prevent further erosion of the steep slope on the
south side of the building. The cost-share review from 2021 is included as Attachment
1.

Because the Project proposed to address issues and goals outlined in the District’s
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Watershed Management Plan, the cost-share project was approved at the September
15, 2021, board meeting. Linda Loomis asked Young Environmental to complete a site
inspection for the completed cost-share project at Appletree Condominiums. Young
Environmental notified the grantee Tom Fahey of the upcoming inspection and
requested the construction plans, which were received on October 7, 2022, and are
included in Attachment 2. Following a review of the application documents and
construction plans, Erica Bock and Karina Weelborg inspected the site on October 12,
2022.

Summary

Project Name: Appletree Condominium Association Project Cost
Share

Project Purpose: Maintain the stability of the steep slope behind the
building and protect the water quality downstream of
the Minnesota River

Project Size: 8,600 square feet

Location: 8121 34th Avenue, Bloomington, MN 55425

Applicable LMRWD Rules: Rule F—Steep Slopes Rule (Permitted by the City of
Bloomington)

Grantee: Name: Tom Fahey
Email: thfahey@comcast.net
Phone: 651-503-8903

Project Manager: Hantho Outdoor Services

Name: Andy Marchant
Email: andy@hanthofarms.com
Phone: 763-477-5011

Inspection Summary

No steep slope or erosion issues were found at the Project site. The gravel area that
surrounds the back of the condominium was removed and replaced with prairie grasses,
shown in Image 1. Because of the timing of stabilization, the steep slope on the south
side was planted with mesic prairie seed mix as well as a Canadian oat cover crop. The
prairie mix showed some evidence of growth but is not expected to be fully established
until next summer. In the meantime, the Canadian oat cover crop is at 90 percent
vegetative cover, as shown in Image 1, and will provide proper stabilization throughout
the winter and spring. The east side of the property was seeded with fescue and shows
70 percent vegetative cover (Image 2). The Project had properly maintained erosion
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and sediment control BMPs in place including a silt fence and log berm at the bottom of
the proposed project location (Image 3). The Project complies with Rule F. Based on
the Project inspection, a follow-up inspection is recommended for summer 2023 to
confirm that the mesic prairie vegetation and fescue are fully established.

Attachments

e Images 1, 2,and3

e Figure 1— Project Location Map

e Attachment 1—Appletree Condominium Association Project Cost-Share Review
e Attachment 2—Appletree Erosion Control & Maintenance Project Agreement
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Image 1: South side of building with mesic prairie seeding and Canadian oat cover crop
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Image 2: Fescue seeding on east side of building
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Image 3: Silt fence below Canadian oat cover crop and log berm behind silt fence.
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Young Environmental Consulting

Group, LLC
Technical Memorandum

To: Linda Loomis, Administrator

Lower Minnesota River Watershed District
From: Katy Thompson, PE, CFM

Della Schall Young, CPESC
Date: September 13, 2021
Re: Appletree Condominium Association Project Cost-Share Review

The Appletree Condominium Association (Association) is requesting a cost-share grant
from the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District (LMRWD) for an erosion control and
maintenance project (Project) in the amount of $7,500. A summary of the Project and
Young Environmental Consulting Group’s (Young Environmental) recommendation is
presented below.

Project Background

The proposed Project is located at 8121 34th Avenue in Bloomington; the condominium
building is built on the top of the Minnesota River bluff, and runoff from the Project site
enters Long Meadow Lake and ultimately the Minnesota River. The Project area is also
located within the LMRWD Steep Slopes Overlay District (SSOD). The $21,673 Project
proposes to remove an existing gravel surface that surrounds the back of the
condominium and plant the area with a mesic prairie seed mix on the south side and a
shade-tolerant fescue seed on the east side (Figure 1).

The Association has been working to manage surface water runoff and erosion on the
south side of the building since 1997. The goals of this project are to maintain the
stability of the steep slope behind the building and protect the water quality downstream
in Long Meadow Lake and the Minnesota River by reducing erosion and sediment
inputs. The Project will improve vegetation and infiltration in an area of approximately
8,600 square feet and is assumed to reduce stormwater runoff by 50 percent. The
Association also intends to develop an outreach plan for the project to
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e identify similar projects that could be initiated within the SSOD and in
partnership with the LMRWD,

o foster water resource stewardship,

e increase awareness of the vulnerability of watershed resources, and

e increase familiarity with and acceptance of solutions to improve water quality.

The Association proposes to reach out to the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge,
the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the City of Bloomington, and Roers Companies to
inform them of this Project and preventative work as well as other restoration
opportunities the Association has identified.

Discussion

Design Evaluation

In review of the proposed Project, Young Environmental performed a simple analysis to
evaluate the applicant’s claims in the change in stormwater runoff and developed a
HydroCAD model of the Project area to consider the runoff from existing and proposed
conditions from the condominium rooftop and surrounding areas shown in Figure 1. The
results of this preliminary analysis indicate that for the smaller, more frequent events,
such as the two-year design storm, the project will likely exceed the assumed 50
percent reduction in peak runoff rates. In fact, for a one-inch rainfall event, the change
in landcover may allow 94 percent of the rainfall to infiltrate. However, for the larger and
more infrequent events, such as a 100-year design storm, the peak reduction is reduced
to approximately 20 percent. It should be noted that the change in runoff is negligible for
spring snowmelt events because the ground is frozen, which prevents infiltration.

The Association expects the Project to help protect the steep slope and prevent erosion
within the SSOD. Because the Project will reduce peak stormwater runoff rates, it is
reasonable to assume it would also prevent further erosion of the steep slope on the
south side of the building.

We also reviewed the change in landcover to quantify the water quality benefits that
may result from the project. Replacing the existing gravel surfaces with prairie and turf
is estimated to provide approximately 28 percent reduction in both total phosphorus and
total suspended solids leaving the Association property and entering Long Meadow
Lake and the Minnesota River.

From our analysis, it appears that the Project would provide rate control, volume
reduction, water quality, and erosion prevention benefits to the District.

Cost Summary

The Association has requested $7,500 from the LMRWD to help fund the total Project.
In the cost-share grant applicate, the Association presents quotes obtained from Hantho
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Outdoor Services, a landscaping and ground maintenance company located in St. Louis
Park, Minnesota. The total cost for the Project is expected to be $21,673, which
includes three years of professional maintenance services. The Project is expected to
be constructed in late fall 2021 through spring 2022.

District Permit Requirement

The Project is located within the SSOD and will likely disturb more than 5,000 square
feet of surface area and include more than 50 cubic yards of earthwork, triggering
LMRWD Rule F—Steep Slopes Rule. A LMRWD permit will be required for the Project
before construction activities may commence.

Summary and Recommendations

The Project addresses the following issues and goals outlined in the District’s
Watershed Management Plan:

e Issue 3: Water Quality

e |ssue 5: Erosion and Sediment Control

e |Issue 8: Public Education and Outreach

e Goal 2: Surface Water Management—to protect, improve, and restore surface
water quality

e Goal 7: Erosion and Sediment Control—to manage erosion and control sediment
discharge

e Goal 9: Public Education and Outreach—to increase public participation and
awareness of the Minnesota River and its unique natural resources.

The Project embodies the District’s strategy to provide educational, technical, and
financial assistance to landowners to implement projects that have water quality and
water quantity benefits to the District and help the District achieve the goals of its
Watershed Management Plan.

Because the Project goals align with those of the District and the construction will be
completed by a qualified contractor, Hantho Outdoor Services, Young Environmental
recommends approving the Appletree Condominium Association’s request for $7,500.
The project will require a permit from the LMRWD before any construction activities may
commence. We recommend the Association apply for the permit as soon as possible to
reduce the risk of construction delays.

Attachments

e Figure 1 — Appletree Condominium Association Project Location Map
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	SIGNED-Appletree Condos_Cost Share Grant Agreement_2022_10 Year Maintenance

	Text1: Erosion Control and Maintennace Project
	Text2: 2021
	Text3: 8121 34th Ave. S., Bloomington MN 55425
	Text4: Tom Fahey
	Text5: Mobile: 651-503-8903
Email: thfahey@comcast.net
8121 34th Ave. S., Unit 201, Bloomington MN 55425
	Text6: March 2022 - September 2022
	Text7: $7500
	Text8: Appletree Condominium Association
c/o Tom Fahey, Board Vice-President
	Text9: 8121 34th Ave. S., Unit 201, Bloomington MN 55425
	Text10: All Erosion Control & Maintenance Project work was contracted with Hantho:
Task #1: Brush & Tree Removal from steep S. slope (1st 10ft from silt fence down the slope). 
Task #2: Apply Herbicide where needed on south slope. Then remove 30 tons of gravel from flat surface extending 310 feet along southside of the building & 10 to 14 ft wide from draintile rock surface against building to within 1 to 5 ft of the silt fence near top of steep slope.
Task #3: Add topsoil & plant Mesic Prairie native seed along S. side where gravel was removed. 
Task #4: Reinstall irrigation system supply line, control wires & E. side sprinkle heads.
Task #5: Eastside: trim Maple trees & trim or cutdown Green Ash. Prepare soil & seed turf grass.
Task #6:  Mow & pull weeks from native southside area.

Dates & Time periods for Tasks & those involved:
Hantho completed Tasks #1, #2, #4 and most of #3.  Appletree Condo Assoc. volunteers completed Task #5 & #6 and remaining #3. All work completed March-September 2022.

DATES & TASKS DETAILS:
Task #1: March 2022 - Appletree Condo Assoc. Landscape Committee, cut brush & trees from steep slope, leaving top 10 ft of steep slope for Hantho to cut per contract. Brush was piled in a berm extending the entire 310 ft, approximately halfway down the steep slope for added erosion control. 

   06 May 2022 – Hantho cut brush from top 10ft of steep slope. Brush left in place as requested.
   May 2022 - Landscape Committee piled Hantho’s cut brush on berm.
   11 July 2022 – Hantho cut 2 larger tree (13” & 17” dia.) on south slope after City Forester approval. 

Task #2: May 2022 – Hantho applied herbicide to some stumps on southside
    July 2022 – Hantho removed gravel.
    July 2022 - Condo Assoc volunteer reinstalled partially damaged silt fence due to gravel removal. 

Task #3: July 2022 – Hantho planted Prairie native seed in all but 2 to 3 ft near rock along building.
    17 Sept 2022 - Appletree Condo Assoc volunteers weeded & planted seed 2-3 ft along bldg. 

Task #4: 02-19 Sept 2022 – Hantho did irrigation system work.

Task #5: 12-14 Sept 2022 – Appletree Condo Assoc volunteers did all E.side work: trees & seed.

Task #6: Aug.-Sept 2022 – Landscape Committee did weeding & will cut prairie plants spring 2023.   
  

	Text11: • The capacity of the watershed to store water was increased by removing the semi-impervious gravel surface and seeding with Mesic Prairie Southwest seed mix.

• Improved water quality was addressed during the project by ensuring the silt fence was repaired in July and erosion control blanket was used for seeding.  The continued attention to maintaining the stability of the steep slope and reducing bluff erosion will benefit water quality of nearby Long Meadow Lake and the Minnesota River in the long run.   

• Native plants were restored by planting Mesic Prairie Southwest seed mix and as the plants mature, will support wildlife habitat.

	Text12: Education Value:
In the Fall of 2021, after received notice of the Grant, the project was described to U of MN Extension Master Naturalist class of 30 people as well as all 75+ residents of Appletree Condo. Assoc. building.

Impacts: First, a number of the Master Naturalist students expressed interest in doing prairie restoration projects. Second, in September 2022 after the contract with Hantho was discontinued 10 of the Appletree Condo Assoc. residents helped complete the remaining tasks #5, #6 and last of #3.

Outreach: 
With a goal of expanding the current project to beyond this initial effort, outreach to the following organizations was initiated and impact made to date:
• MN Valley National Wildlife Refuge (NWR): Two meetings were held where a 3 phase proposal for buckthorn removal from the NWR property along the MN River bluff was discussed.  The first effort on NWR property that abuts the Appletree Condo Assoc property is planned for the first week of November.  Phase 2 and Phase 3 would be on NWR property that abuts two nearby developments.

• Commercial developers who are building/planning apartment buildings both west and east of Appletree Condo Assoc property and abutting NWR property were contacted. They were asked if they would be willing to team on invasive species removal and prairie restoration on Steep Bluff Overlay district:
 - To the West: The Project Manager, Shane LaFave at Roers Companies, developer of 144 Units, Risor Senior Apartments which is under construction. 

 -To the East: The Project Manager, Carl Kaeding at Bloomington Hotel Ventures, LLC developer planning a 328-unit multi-phase, mixed-use development.
 
There was outreach also to Bryan Gruidl and Jack Distel at the Water Resources Division of the Engineering Dept at City of Bloomington and to Sheldon Myerchin, at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program. Sheldon directed us back to MN Valley NWR staff.
	Text13: We completed all six tasks originally identified.  The Landscape Committee is most proud of the facts that we persevered with the project to completion and that many of the Appletree Condo Assoc. residents volunteered and helped complete the project.  
	Text14: Changes made:
Brush and trees were cut on approximately 30-40 feet of the steep slope, rather than just 10 feet, to provide adequate sunlight for the prairie seedings to grow and flourish.  The additional cutting of 20-30 ft along the entire 310 length was done by Appletree Condo Assoc volunteers rather than pay additional to Hantho, the contractor.    

The brush and trees cut by volunteers as well as the same cut by Hantho on the top 10ft of the slope were all piled into a 310 foot long berm by Appletree Condo Assoc volunteers.   

Challenges:
The biggest challenge was coordinating with the contractor who originally committed to completing all work by Spring 2022. 

	Text15: The long-term impact we envisioned was to be a catalyst for several other larger projects in the same area of the Steep Slopes Overlay District within the LMRWD.  

The Appletree Condo Assoc. Landscape Committee has already begun a 2nd project. Two 20ft X 35ft test areas on the steep south facing slope were started in August 2022.  Prairie seed and over 160 prairie grasses and forb plugs were planted on the test sites.

The MN Valley NWR has agreed to start phase 1 of a possible 3 phase project to remove invasive species from their property that abuts Appletree Condo Assoc property and the two properties one to the east and the other to the west.

	Image16_af_image: 
	Image17_af_image: 
	Image18_af_image: 
	Text19: $7500
	Text20: The original Contract with Hantho was $21,673. Total Actual Expenses were: $15,850.33
Due to significant Hantho staffing issues and delays in completing the Erosion Control & Maintenance Project Contract was ended by mutual agreement in early September. It was agreed that Hantho would invoice for completed Tasks #1, #2 & #4 for $14,907.58.  The remaining work was completed by Appletree Condo Assoc volunteers for tasks #5 & #6 as well as completing unfinished task #3 and completion of 2 test planting areas on the south slope. The total expenses incurred by the Association for the work of volunteer was: $942.75 

See separate attached files of receipts and paid invoices documentation :
$14,907.58  File Name: Hantho Erosion Invoice 9.22.22pdf
$     714.39 File Name: Erosion Control Project-Expenses 29July-11Aug2022_for LMRWD
$     126.50 File Name: Grading Permit Receipt_and CommunicationsRecord_July2022
$     101.86 File Name: Grass Seed Receipt_Comms_and_reimbursement_Sep2022
$15,850.33 TOTAL



