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Agenda Item 
Item 4. E. - Oak Savannah Cost Share Project 

Prepared By 
Linda Loomis, Administrator 

Summary 
This project was a 2019 Cost Share Application.  Lori Rathjen completed the 2018 Master Water Steward program and this 

project was her Capstone Project.  The Board extended the deadline for completion of the project to July 31, 2020, because 

of weather conditions in 2019. 

Ms. Rathjen worked with the MN Department of Natural Resources and the City of Savage to restore a 1.2 acre  area of 

state land, near Boiling Spring in Savage, by removing invasive species and replanting the area with native prairie.  The DNR 

mechanically cleared buckthorn and honeysuckle and Ms. Rathjen treated the remaining stumps with a DNR recommended 

herbicide.  Once the invasive buckthorn and honeysuckle were removed, existing native species began to grow.  Ms. 

Rathjen enlisted volunteers from the neighborhood to rake the area and plant plugs and seeds of native prairie plants.  

Residents that neighbored the area participated by keeping the area watered until the plants are fully established. 

Ms. Rathjen has submitted a final report; all receipts for cost incurred and is requesting reimbursement of $1,327.08 for 

expenses. The amount requested by Ms. Rathjen in her application was $1,657.00.  Even thought the cost of plant material 

increased in 2020, the project was completed under budget.  A final Cost Share Worksheet is attached. 

Attachments 
Report and Summary provided by Lori Rathjen 
Final report 
Final Cost Share Worksheet 

Recommended Action 
Motion to authorize payment of $1,327.08 to reimburse applicant for expenses to complete prairie restoration project in 
City of Savage 

 

Executive Summary for Action 
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Board of Managers Meeting 

Wednesday, July 15, 2020 















Lori Rathjen - Master Water Steward Capstone Project 
2019/2020 Cost Share  

Savage 
 

Cost Share number 2019-CS-2 

Project Status | Complete 

The Board of Managers approved this project at the June 2019 meeting.  Ms. Rathjen com-
pleted the Master Water Steward Program.  As part of the MWS Program Stewards are ex-
pected to complete a Capstone Project.  Ms. Rathjen chose to restore a 1.2 acre area of land in 
Savage owned by the DNR.  The site is adjacent to Eagle Creek, downstream from Boiling 
Spring. 

The project was completed in June 2020. 

Project Description 

Hennepin County provided technical assistance to Ms. Rathjen for this project.  Hennepin 
County agreed to take Mr. Rathjen into the Master Water Steward Program even though she 
lived in Scott County. 

Ms. Rathjen approached the DNR and the City of Savage to complete this project.  The DNR 
mechanically removed invasive species which consisted mostly of buckthorn and honeysuckle.   
The DNR also worked with Ms. Rathjen to apply herbicide to the stumps.  The debris from the 
invasive species removal is still onsite and will be burned once there is snow on the ground.  
The City of Savage provided help with disposal of other debris. 

Ms. Rathjen recruited volunteers to help prepare the site for planting this summer.  She con-
tacted the Mdewankaton Sioux Community in case they wanted to send volunteers. 

The DNR mowed the site in June 2020.  The DNR advised that raking was not necessary; the 
debris from the mowing did not need to be removed as originally planned and On June 25th 
volunteers planted 288 plugs of native forbs and grasses.  COVID-19 was taken into considera-
tion when volunteers met to plant.  Social distancing recommendation were observed.  The 
site will be seeded in the Fall. 

Several resident adjacent to the site have agreed to water the plantings until they become es-
tablished.  Visitors to the site can walk the trail north from 12800 Independence Avenue in 
Savage to the site. 



Pictures of the site after  
mechanical removal of invasive 
species.  The Picture at left 
show the treated stumps. 



Picture of native plant spring re-growth after removal of invasive species 

Plugs ready for planting Volunteers on planting day 



Upper left: Volunteer planting 
 
Upper Right: Volunteers ready to plant 
 
Lower Left: project site after planting 



 2019 Cost Share Worksheet

# Hours Rate/Hour

 Requested 

Funds from 

LMRWD 

 Matching/In-

Kind Funds Total

40 $30 1,200.00$     1,200.00$      

8 $67 536.00$         536.00$         

100 $12 1,200.00$     1,200.00$      

-$               2,936.00$     2,936.00$      

Unit Cost Total # of Units

Requested 

funds from 

LMRWD

Matching/In-

Kind Funds Total

64.01$          64.01$            

8.56$             8.56$              

88.53$          88.53$            

1,205.24$     1,205.24$      

(29.52)$         (29.52)$          

(9.74)$           (9.74)$             

1,327.08$     -$               1,327.08$      

1,327.08$        (A)

2,936.00$        (B)

4,263.08$        (C)

Labor Costs (Contractors, Consultants, In-Kind Labor)

Project Materials

Total:

Service Provider

DNR

City of Savage

Task
Mowing, Stump Treatment, Site 

preparation (2x spray with Rodeo), 

Seeding,  Tree removal (12 scotch 

pines), Burning wood pile

Grass/debris pile disposal, participation 

in volunteer event

Raking/lopping - sumac and buckthorn, 

planting plugs

Material description

Safety Vests & Gloves

Volunteers (neighborhood, MN Rovers)

Stake flags

Bug spray trowels and beverages for volunteers

Plant materials from MN Native Landscapes

Return of unused trowels

11% rebate from Menards

*Please note: total requested funds (A) cannot be more than 50% of the Project Total (C)

Total:

Total Requested Funds from LMRWD*: 

Total Matchin/In-Kind Funds:

Project Total:


