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Agenda Item 
Item 4. D. - Chimney Pines 2019 Cost Share Project 

Prepared By 
Linda Loomis, Administrator 

Summary 
Chimney Pines Homeowner's Association, in Eden Prairie, has made an application to the LMRWD Cost Share Program 

every year for four years.  2019 was the final phase of its project to improve a buffer around a stormwater pond in the 

center of the townhome development.  The homeowners have methodically removed invasive species and replanted the 

area with native species.  The final phase of the project removed grass and invasive species on a steep slope on the south 

end of the pond.  The last phase was the largest area of all the projects.  The Homeowner's Association asked for an 

extension of the deadline to complete the project because the amount weather conditions in 2019 did not allow for 

completion of the project.  The Board extended the deadline to July 30, 2020. 

The Board approved this application at the April 2019 Board meeting for an amount not to exceed $2,100.00.  The amount 

requested for reimbursement is $2,129.17. The increase in the cost is due to the increase in plant material between 2019 

and 2020.  The Applicant did contact me about the increase and it was approved. 

The project is now complete and the Association is requesting reimbursement for the costs.  I visited the project June 30th 

and it turned out very well.  A final report is attached along with receipts and documentation of the volunteer hours spent. 

The Homeowners are very pleased with the results of the project.  It attracts lots of pollinators and other wildlife that they 

have not seen in the area before. 

Attachments 
Final report and receipts from Chimney Pines HOA 
Final Report with pictures 
Final Cost Share Worksheet 

Recommended Action 
Motion to authorize payment of $2,129.17 to reimburse applicant for expenses to complete the Cost Share project as 
proposed. 

 

Executive Summary for Action 
Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Board of Managers Meeting 

Wednesday, July 15, 2020 







































Chimney Pines Homeowners Association 
2018 Cost Share  

Eden Prairie 
 

Cost Share number 2018-CS-1 

Project Status | Complete 

The Board of Managers approved this project at the April 2019 meeting.  This is the final phase 
of a project to add a perennial buffer around a storm water pond that received storm water 
from a townhome development of 50 homes. This area had become overgrown with invasive 
and other undesirable plant species.  The project area included a steep slope. 

The project completion date was extended to July 31, 2020, because weather conditions in 
2019 did not allow for work to be completed by the original project deadline 

Project Description 

The first project was funded by the LMRWD in 2016 and the second in 2017.  A third phase 
was completed in 2018.  2019 is the final phase of the project.  The homeowners removed in-
vasive and other undesirable species and with the completion of this project have replanted 
the entire shore-land around a regional storm water pond.  This final phase was the most am-
bitious phase of the project.  Residents have been able to address erosion caused by roof 
drains and sump pumps that drain to the pond by locating deep rooted plants in areas that 
have been subject to erosion. 

This phase of the project covered a steep slope located on the south end of the pond that was 
planted with  grass and crown vetch; a species that was used for erosion control and has be-
come invasive. The homeowners replaced the grass and crown vetch with native prairie that 
will improve water quality in the pond and reduce maintenance needs. 

Hennepin County has used this project on tours for new students in the Master Water Stew-
ard program.  They use it as example of what can be done by  volunteers.  I visited the site 
June 30th and the project has turned out extremely well.  The homeowners say the water 
quality in the pond continues to improve in clarity and has noticeably less algae growth. 

The Homeowners have been maintaining the previous plantings, which are doing very well.  
The residents have reported seeing lots of wildlife that they have not seen before, turtles 
(including a snapping turtle) wood ducks, snakes, salamanders, many different varieties of 
birds and of course, deer and raccoons. 

The Board has been invited to visit the project 



Volunteers planting after vegetation was killed.  Vegetation 
was killed by placing red rosin paper down and covering it 
with yard waste.  Residents collected yard waste from the 

lawn service hired to maintain the lawns. 

Volunteers planting 



Some native species were planted along the shore-line years 
ago.  Those plants that still existed are now thriving, with the 

invasive species removed 

The residents identified plants that were desirable.  Those 
plants were left in place and new diverse native species were 

inter-planted. 



Residents created a trail 
around the pond so they would 
have access to maintain the 
area and also so they could 
enjoy the area.  They have said 
it is a favorite spot for grand-
children. 

Here they used trees to create 
a terrace for the trail. 

More inter-planting 



Close up of plantings of a native sedge 

Chicken wire is used to protect 
a Redbud tree from deer 



 2019 Cost Share Worksheet - Chimney Pines Homeowners Association

# Hours Rate/Hour

 Requested 

Funds from 

LMRWD 

 Matching/In-

Kind Funds Total

514 $12.00 6,168.00$     6,168.00$      

-$               6,168.00$     6,168.00$      

Unit Cost Total # of Units

Requested 

funds from 

LMRWD

Matching/In-

Kind Funds Total

569.10$        -$               569.10$         

638.95$        -$               638.95$         

509.15$        509.15$         

68.94$          68.94$            

160.70$        160.70$         

128.33$        128.33$         

54.00$          54.00$            

2,129.17$     -$               2,129.17$      

2,129.17$        (A)

6,168.00$        (B)

8,297.17$        (C)

*Please note: total requested funds (A) cannot be more than 50% of the Project Total (C)

Total:

Total Requested Funds from LMRWD*: 

Total Match/In-Kind Funds:

Project Total:

Task

Clearing, gubbing and planting

Lawn Bags and bamboo canes

Material description

Glacial Rideg Growers

Glacial Ridge Growers

Glacial Ridge Growers

Out Back Nursery

Out Back Nursery

Lawn Bag, weed killer and red rosin paper

Labor Costs (Contractors, Consultants, In-Kind Labor)

Project Materials

Total:

Service Provider

Volunteer


